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Thank you. You know, after all these 
speeches, if I had any sense I would just quit 
while I'm ahead—({laughter|—say, “Thank 
you very much. Everything they said is true; 
please show up in November.” [Laughter] 

I am delighted to be back in Texas. I am 
very grateful for what Secretary—Senator 
Bentsen said. I told Lloyd when he was leav- 
ing the State, I said, “You know, I really miss 
you.” It was always a delight for me to see 
Lloyd and B.A. They were a part of our fam- 
ily, and he did a magnificent job as Treasury 
Secretary. 

I want to thank Chairman Fowler for the 
vigor and energy that he has brought to this 
job, the passion. And he is absolutely tireless, 
and he has done a fine job and I am grateful 
to him. And I want to thank Bill White for 
leaving our administration—not for leaving 
our administration—[laughter|—but for 
coming home to Texas to be the chair of the 
Democratic Party. I wish he hadn't left, but 
he’s doing the right thing now that he’s here. 

I want to thank Bob and Elyse Lanier who 
have been such good friends to me and came 
to the airport to meet me today. And I think, 
since I have said it in other States, in other 
places, I might as well say it in Houston: I 
doubt very seriously that there is a mayor 
anywhere in America who has made as much 
Manis in as little time and been more 
effective than Bob Lanier has. And it’s a real 
credit to him. 

I thank the Members of Congress who are 
here, Ken Bentsen and Jim Chapman and 
my good friend Martin Frost, who is going 
to give us a Democratic House again if we 
can just keep everybody rocking and roll- 
ing—Gene Green and Eddie Bernice John- 
son and Sheila Jackson-Lee. And I'll just say 
one thing: You know, Supreme Court deci- 


sions are the law of the land and all that, 
but it would be a real shame if we lost Sheila 
Jackson-Lee or Eddie Bernice Johnson or 
Martin Frost or anybody else who could be 
affected by that redistricting decision. And 
I hope they'll have a chance to run and win 
in November. 

I want to thank all the former Governors 
who are here. I want to thank Dolph and 
Janie Briscoe for being so wonderful to Hil- 
lary when she came down to Uvalde to meet 
them. And I want you to know, Governor, 
I'm still wearing those socks you sent me that 
are made from your wool down there in 
Uvalde. And I’m—every time I go to the golf 
course I’ve got them on, and I show them 
to the other golfers. And I’m a one-man mar- 
keting agent for you. [Laughter] I expect in- 
come to double for all those folks down there 
in no time at all. I want to thank my good 
friend, Mark White. Mark was making fun 
of me for wearing boots tonight. He gave me 
a pair of boots in 1984 at the Governors’ con- 
ference here. I've still got them, too. 

I thank Lieutenant Governor Ben Barnes. 
I want to say a special word of thanks to Ann 
Richards, who has been a constant source of 
inspiration to me and to Hillary throughout 
these last 32 years, who’s always out there 
on the stump speaking up for our values and 
our causes, and who is still incredibly ad- 
mired all around this great country and for 
very good reason. 

I was glad to see Victor Morales here to- 
night and glad to see the hand you gave him 
and his family. And I want you to send him 
to the United States Senate. We need him 
there. I thank the other State officials who 
are here, Dan Morales and Martha White- 
head. And I want to say a special thanks to 
my longtime friend Gary Mauro for that very 
personal statement he made. It may have 
bored the rest of you, but I relived the last 
25 years with every word he said. I don’t 
think it could have—it was an eloquent state- 
ment not of my life, but of his commitment— 
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and his commitment to public service and 
to the people of Texas. And the thing I liked 
about listening to the speech is I've heard 
him say the same thing in private 100 times. 
He is a great resource for you, and I hope 
the people of Texas understand what they 
have in Gary Mauro. 

I want to thank Speaker Jim Wright for 
coming tonight. I was delighted to see him, 
and I thank him for being here. I know I’m 
leaving some people out. I’m sure Liz Car- 

nter is here. If she’s not, I’m mad at her. 
Ere Laughter) And I know my good friend Billie 
Carr is here. She says she got up out of bed 
to come, and I thought that was the right 
thing for her to do. [Laughter] 

I’m sure there may be some other can- 
didates for Congress here, but I can’t help 
mentioning one, Nick Lampson, who’s run- 
ning to recapture Jack Brooks’ seat. Boy, do 
we need a change there, and I want you to 
help him get elected. 

And there’s just one other thing—one 
other person I'd like to acknowledge who was 
and is about to become again a member of 
our administration: former Congressman and 
Commissioner Bob Krueger, who is about to 
go to Botswana but was in Burundi. And I 
want everybody here to know he put himself 
at not inconsiderable personal risk to save 
lots of people from the slaughter that went 
on in Burundi. And the people of Texas can 
be very proud of what he tried to do. And 
we thank you, sir. Thank you. [Applause] 

Now, let me say most of what needs to 
be said, I guess, has been said. But this is 
a profoundly important election, and I want 
to just make three or four brief points. Four 
years ago when I came to Texas and I asked 
a lot of my friends to help me get elected— 
and Texas gave me a huge vote in the Demo- 
cratic primary and propelled me on to the 
nomination, and we nearly won the general 
with a shoestring campaign—and let me just 
say, I’ve got to say this for the political writ- 
ers. Normally, I never talk about the polls, 
but if anybody here thinks that I’m about to 
write off Texas, they need to think again, be- 
cause I intend to fight for the electoral votes 
and the support of the people of Texas. 

And I think we've got a pretty good case 
to make to the people of Texas. I've stood 
up for the things that mattered to the people 
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of Texas. I fought for NAFTA; I fought for 
the space program; I fought for a fair resolu- 
tion of the supercollider after I lost my fight 
to keep it alive. And the people of Texas are 
better off today than they were 4 years ago, 
and they're a lot better off than they would 
have been if the other folks’ policies had pre- 
vailed. That's a pretty simple case, and I think 
it’s right. 

I would say, too, of Governor Briscoe, 
we've had a good farm policy. Unfortunately, 
even a good farm policy can’t make it rain. 
So I had to come down here to do that. 
[Laughter] But I’m glad we've rounded it out 
tonight, and we’re going in the right direc- 
tion. 

I was reliving all this today coming in be- 
cause I knew I'd see a lot of my friends. In 
the middle of 1991 I was home in Arkansas, 
having a wonderful time being Governor. My 
State was finally getting in pretty good shape 
economically a Hillary and I were having 
a great time. Our daughter was doing won- 
derfully well in her school and with her 
friends. And I really didn’t know whether I 
wanted to make this race. And I finally de- 
cided to do it because I thought the country 
was drifting toward the future. 

I had had a good relationship with Presi- 
dent Bush and the White House; it hadn’t 
been a particularly partisan thing. I had had 
the honor of representing the Democratic 
Governors in the Education Summit. Id 
done a lot of work with them. But it just 
seemed to me that we could not drift into 
the 21st century, that we couldn’t just assume 
that things would happen that would be good 
for the country. ie we were having the 
slowest job growth since the Great Depres- 
sion. We had quadrupled the debt of the 
country in 12 years and we were getting more 
divided racially and ethnically at a time when 
we plainly needed to come together. There 
was even some question of the support in 
our country for America’s continued leader- 
ship in the world. 

And I had three simple ideas that I 
thought we ought to take with us into the 
21st century. First, and most important, I 
thought that we had to keep the American 
dream alive for everybody who was willing 
to work for it. Secondly, I believed that we 
had to make a virtue of our diversity, we had 
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to celebrate it, we had to come together in 
a stronger sense of community instead of 
being divided. Because it’s plain that if we 
work together we'll do better than if we drift 
apart. And thirdly, I wanted to see our coun- 
try continue to be the strongest force in the 
world for peace and freedom and prosperity. 

And I thought if we had a strategy that 
said America’s basic bargain is this: We'll 
work together to give everybody the oppor- 
tunity to make the most of their own lives, 
and they have to assume the responsibility 
of being good citizens; and then we'll work 
together to bring this country together in- 
stead of being divided. And if we did it, I 
thought it would work. 

In the economy, as Secretary Bentsen said, 
we had a simple strategy: To organize our- 
selves for the future; we said we’re going to 
cut the deficit in half; we’re going to expand 
trade dramatically; we’re going to invest in 
the people of this country. And if we did it, 
ror jas ah the deficit in half in 4 years and 
create 8 million jobs. And as all of you re- 
member, it was a very brutal fight to pass 
that economic program. It passed with the 
barest of margins. The Vice President had 
to vote for it in the Senate. Al Gore always 
says, “You know, whenever I vote, we win.” 
[Laughter] So, sure enough, we did. 

Weil, now we've had 34 years of that pro- 
gram. After we passed the economic pro- 
gram, we passed NAFTA in a heated fight. 
We passed the GATT bill in a heated fight. 
Our Trade Ambassador’s negotiated 200 sep- 
arate trade agreements. We have continued 
to invest. We've increased our investment in 
the infrastructure of America. We've in- 
creased our investment in technology and re- 
search and made educational opportunities 
more available to our people, even while re- 
ducing the size of the deficit. 

Now, I just want to read you something. 
I had my staff give me this today. I thought 
you might find this interesting. When we 
voted on this strategy of ours back in 1993, 
the majority leader of the House, Mr. Armey, 
said of our plan, “Clearly, this is a job killer.” 
The Speaker said, “This will lead to a reces- 
sion next year, I believe.” The head of the 
Budget Committee, Mr. Kasich, said, “This 
plan will not work. If it was to work I'd have 


1107 


to become a Democrat.” [Laughter] I’m sav- 
ing a seat for him in Chicago. [Laughter] 

The Senate majority leader, Senator Dole, 
said, “The American people know this plan 
does nothing to tackle the deficit head on.” 
And your Senator, Mr. Morales’ opponent, 
said, and I quote—now, don’t use this in a 
campaign, Victor—here’s what he said. “I 
want to predict here that if we adopt this 
bill,” our economic program, “the American 
economy is going to get weaker, not stronger; 
the deficit 4 years from today will be higher 
than it is today, not lower.” 

Well, 3 years later, we didn’t cut the def- 
icit in half, we cut it by more than half; the 
plan has not helped to create 8 million jobs, 
we've got 9.7 million new jobs. We were 
right, and they were wrong. And you ought 
to tell that in Texas. That’s a fact. We also 
have nearly 4 million new homeowners, all- 
time high in the sales of American products 
abroad, all-time high for 3 years running in 
the creation of new businesses, the lowest 
combined rates of unemployment and infla- 
tion in 27 years. 

So I say to you, we have not solved all 
the problems of the 21st century, but we're 
sure moving in the right direction. And if you 
compare where we are now to 4 years ago, 
we're better off. And if that’s the test, we 
need to keep going in this direction and not 
change. 

We had similar debates over what it meant 
to be responsible. One of the things that has 
driven me as long as I’ve been in public life, 
but especially these last few years, is that 
we've got to do something to lower the crime 
rate. You cannot have a » saa in which 
people are terrified any time they are not 
locked behind their own doors. And yet, I 
know that a lot of people believed that it 
couldn’t be done. I believed that it could be. 
I saw what the mayor did here in his cam- 
paign when he put more police officers on 
the street. I went to communities in other 
cities where the crime rate had gone down 
when they put police officers back on the 
street and did the right thing. 

And so we had a crime bill and we said, 
this is not real complicated, we’re going to 
put 100,000 police on the street use 
crime’s tripled in the last 30 years and the 
police force has only gone up by 10 percent. 





1108 


But the police have to be deployed in the 
neighborhoods where the crime problem is, 
not behind desks. And we're going to ban 
19 kinds of assault weapons, and we're going 
to pass the Brady bill. And we're going to 
pass the violence against women law to try 
to do something about the problem of do- 
mestic violence in this country, and we did. 

Now, they made a lot of votes out of all 
that with all the fear and talk in 1994, be- 
cause there hadn’t been enough time to see 
whether it would bring any results and be- 
cause there was so much turmoil. But you 
know something, since 1994 we’ve had two 
deer seasons, two duck seasons in Arkansas— 
(laughter|—and everybody who wants to kill 
deer or ducks has done it with the same dad- 
gum rifle they had before the Brady bill and 
the assault weapons ban passed. They've still 
got their guns. And all the old boys I grew 
up with who were mad at me 2 years ago 
now know that they were fed a line of bull. 
They feel they’re just like where they were. 

But I'll tell you one thing. There are 
60,000—60,000-—people with criminal 
records, stalkers, and other serious problems 
who have not been able to get handguns be- 
cause they're ineligible when we went 
through the checking period of the Brady 
bill. That’s who doesn’t have a gun. The 
sportsmen and the hunters, they've still got 
them. 

And we are going into—1996 will mark the 
4th year in a row when the crime rate goes 
down in America. Now, is it low enough? Of 
course it’s not. Of course it’s not. I'll tell you 
when it will be low enough. We'll never get 
rid of crime because we can’t transform 
human nature. That’s not within our power. 
But you will know that we're on the right 
side of this issue when you turn on the 
evening news at night and you see a report 
of a crime, and instead of yawning and wait- 
ing for the next story, you’re shocked again. 
You don’t feel numb, you actually are sur- 
prised. We need to make crime the excep- 
tion, not the rule. And we can do it if we 
follow smart policies. 

If you look at this record, it is very impor- 
tant to remember that there was, unfortu- 
nately, especially in the leadership, a sharp 
partisan divide. And I think the evidence is 
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that our approach was right and they were 
wrong in what they said about it. 

If you look at the welfare debate, every- 
body is for welfare reform. And, yes, I vetoed 
a bill that had that label on it—that label 
on it. But what do you want out of somebody 
on welfare anyway? Don’t you want them to 
be like you? Don’t you want people with chil- 
dren to be able to work and support them- 
selves and be independent, to succeed at 
work and also—but don’t you also want them 
to be able to succeed at home? I mean, isn’t 
that the struggle that all working families are 
facing today? They want to be good at work, 
but they want to be good at home. Isn’t that 
one of the major issues facing America 
today? If we have to choose between success 
at work and success at home, we have lost 
before we start. Isn’t that right? 

If you're so torn up and upset about your 
kids you can’t function at work, that’s going 
to hurt the economy. If you work like a 
demon and you neglect your children, what 
are we working for in the first place? So I 


said to them, I said, “You want to be tough 
on work? You cannot write the rules too 
tough for me. But make sure these people 
have jobs and child care and make sure their 


kids have medical care. And don’t use the 
welfare reform bill to punish immigrants.” 
And I want to thank the people of Texas, 
by the way, Democrats and Republicans 
alike, for having a more enlightened view on 
that than a lot of people in the Congress do. 
I appreciate that. 

Well, we've had 31% years of this now. We 
never could get a bill worked out. I still hope 
we will. We need one. So we just went out 
under authority given the President in 1988 
and gave 40 States permission to have 62 ex- 
periments, which put 75 percent of the peo- 
ple on welfare under welfare reform any- 
way—moving people from welfare to work. 
Now, what have been the results? We got 
a 40-percent increase in child support collec- 
tions. We got a million fewer people on food 
stamps. We have 1.3 million fewer people 
on welfare. I think the evidence speaks for 
itself. Our approach is working. We don’t 
need to change it; we need to bear down 
and build on it. That’s the way to do it. 

We hear a lot of talk in Washington about 
family values and about character. Well, one 
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of the political tests is do you have the char- 
acter to fight for my family’s values. [Laugh- 
ter] Now, we had a fight over whether the 
United States would become the 173d coun- 
try or something like that—anyway, over 150 
had done it before we did—to tell people 
they could have a little time off if they had 
a baby born or a sick parent without losing 
their jobs when we passed the family and 
medical leave law. Unfortunately, the leader- 
ship of the other party even fought us on 
that. 

Well, we just had research done by a bipar- 
tisan group that said in the last 2 years over 
12 million Americans had taken advantage 
of the family and medical leave law. Over 
90 percent of the businesses said it cost them 
nothing or nearly nothing to comply. It was 
no hassle at all. And they certainly can’t make 
a case that it cost jobs, since we’ve produced 
9.7 million jobs through the American free 
enterprise system in the last 3 years. What 
a different world it would make. 

Hardly a week goes by that I don’t meet 
somebody, if I’m out and around seeing folks, 
that has taken advantage of the family and 
medical leave law. And I'll tell you, of all 
the stories I hear, when a person—when a 
father comes up to me, as it happened the 
other day in the White Honse; we had all 
the kids in the Children’s Miracle Network 
there. You know, the kids from the children’s 
hospitals telethons in each of the 50 States 
and their parents. And two sets of parents, 
as I shook hands with these kids and I was 
on the way out, stopped me and said, “My 
kid was desperately ill, and if it hadn’t been 
for the family and medical leave law, I would 
have lost my job to care for my child.” And 
that’s wrong. And I am glad that that’s the 
law of the land. We were right about that. 
We were right about that. 

Now, I could go on and on. The same story 
applies to the V-chip and the new cable sys- 
tems and giving parents more control over 
what their young children see. The same 
story applies to whether we should restrict 
advertising of tobacco products directed at 
young people. I know that’s controversial. No 
President ever took that on before. But let 
me tell you something, it’s illegal in every 
State in America for children to smoke. 
Three thousand kids start to smoke every day 
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illegally. One thousand of them will die soon- 
er because of it. I think it’s time the country 
took a position on it, took a stand on it, and 
made itself heard. I believe that. 

So the second point I'd like to make, in 
addition to the fact that I think our approach 
has been right, is that you don’t have to guess 
in this election. I mean, usually there’s some 
guesswork involved in the election. You 
know, you know one person, you don’t know 
the other. Maybe you don’t know either one 
of them. People took a chance on me in "92, 
thank goodness. Thank you very much. [Ap- 
plause} But look, this is great. You don’t have 
to guess at all. You know what will happen. 
If they have the White House and the Con- 
gress, within 6 months of that occurring, the 
budget that I vetoed in 1995 will be the law 
of the land. And if that’s what you think 
ought to be the law of the land, you’ve got 
a good way to get it. 

If you really believe we ought to have a 
two-class Medicare system; if we ought to 
walk away from the guarantee we've given 
for 30 years to parents and children with dis- 
abilities, to poor children, to the elderly in 
nursing homes—stop guaranteeing that 
they'll have health care, even if they can’t 
afford it; we ought to start cutting education 
funding instead of investing more in edu- 
cation; we ought to walk back on our commit- 
ment to a clean environment or a safe work- 
place, you can do that. 

It’s clear now. You don’t even have to 
guess. It’s great. There’s no guesswork in- 
volved. You know what I’m going to do. You 
know what they’re going to do. It would al- 
ready be the law, but I vetoed it. So if you 
take the veto away, you can have the budget 
of 1995. I don’t think that’s good for America, 
and I think you ought to take the clear course 
and stay on the course we’re on. And that’s 
what I want you to tell the people of Texas. 
I don’t think it would be good for Texans. 

The final point I want to make is this: We 
have not solved problems. We have made 
them better. We are moving in the right di- 
rection. There’s still a lot to do. If you imag- 
ine what the future is going to be like, young 
people today will have more possibilities to 
live out their dreams than any generation of 
Americans has ever had. But there will be 
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significant new challenges. The world will 
change much more rapidly. 

There are young people in this audience 
today that 10 years from now will be doing 
jobs that have not even been invented yet, 
jobs that some of us cannot even imagine. 
And with the world changing we need to do 
some things that we haven’t had to do in the 
past. We need a system to guarantee that 
people have lifetime access, for example, to 
education, to health care, and to pensions. 
That's a very important thing, even if they're 
in very small businesses, even if they're self- 
employed. That’s what this fight for the Ken- 
en i a at bill is about. That’s what 
the recommendations I’ve made to Congress 
to give self-employed people and small-busi- 
ness people the opportunity to take out pen- 
sions and people the opportunity to keep 
their pensions even if they lose their jobs for 
awhile. 

These are important changes because the 
world is changing. The most important thing 
I've asked is that Congress change the law 
to give families a tax deduction for the cost 
of college tuition and to guarantee that every 
American can get a tax credit equal to what 
it costs to go to community college so we 
can make universal not just a high school 
education but 2 years of education after high 
school. These are the kinds of things we need 
to be looking to the future for. 

So we had a plan. We've implemented it. 
The results were good. You don’t have to 
guess in the election; there are two very dif- 
ferent choices. I believe you know that the 
alternative would not be good. And, most im- 
portantly, we're going to run a positive cam- 
paign with good ideas for the future of the 
United States. 

Let me ask you to think as I leave about 
this choice and these terms. If you were lucky 
enough to know right before you leave this 
Earth, the last time you put your head on 
a pillow that it was your last time, what would 
you be thinking about? You wouldn't be 
thinking, I wish I spent more time at the 
office. [Laughter] And, frankly, you probably 
wouldn’t be thinking, I wish I'd spent more 
time on politics. You'd be thinking about 
your children and the people you love and 
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the people you cared about, the things that 
really mattered in your life. The purpose of 
politics is simply to give people the space 
they need to make those memories, and to 
remind people that you can’t really make 
those memories unless you give other people 
the same chance and accord them the same 
respect, even if they're really different from 

u. 
Now, that’s really the purpose—and to 
stop countries and other destructive forces 
from taking advantage of us and killing the 
innocent and snuffing out their dreams. 
That’s really what it’s all about. And I believe 
with all my heart. I don’t care about the vot- 
ing patterns of the past or history aud every- 
thing. If on election day the American people 
go into the polling booth thinking about that, 
what is the purpose of this whole exercise, 
they'll do the right thing. 

The best days of this country are ahead 
of us. The next century will contain untold 
possibilities: But we have to meet these chal- 
lenges and protect our values, and we've got 
to do it together. That’s what this election 
is all about. And I just want to ask you to 
commit to spend some time, as much time 
as you can between now and November, talk- 
ing to your friends and neighbors about it, 
because we are going to take a path of change 
into the 21st century. There is no status quo 
option. And I want us to walk across a bridge 
that will take us all there together, better and 
stronger than ever. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:12 p.m. at the 
J.W. Marriott Hotel. In his remarks, he referred 
to Donald L. Fowler, co-chairman, Democratic 
National Committee; Mayor Bob Lanier of Hous- 
ton, TX, and his wife, Elyse; former Texas Gov. 
Ann Richards; Dan Morales, State attorney gen- 
eral; Martha Whitehead, State treasurer; Gary 
Mauro, State land commissioner; former Speaker 
of the U.S. House of Representatives Jim Wright; 
Liz Carpenter, Democratic activist; and Billie 
Carr, member, executive council, Texas Demo- 
cratic Party. A portion of these remarks could not 
be verified because the tape was incomplete. This 
item was not received in time for publication in 
the appropriate issue. 
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Statement on Gulf War Illnesses 
June 21, 1996 


In March 1995, I announced my intention 
to leave no stone unturned in our efforts to 
determine the causes of the illnesses being 
experienced by veterans of the Gulf war and 
to provide effective medical care to those 
who are ill. Since that time, we have been 
pursuing a wide range of initiatives on Gulf 
war illnesses, including re-examining intel- 
ligence and operational records for evidence 
of possible exposure to chemical or biological 
weapons. 

As part of this ongoing effort, the Depart- 
ment of Defense, based partly on informa- 
tion brought to its attention by the United 
Nations Special Commission, has confirmed 
that, shortly after the war, U.S. troops de- 
stroyed an Iraqi ammunition bunker that 
contained chemical weapons. Chemical de- 
tectors were used by U.S. troops both before 
and during the destruction operation. While 
we have no evidence today that Americans 
were exposed to chemical weapons during 
the operation, this is a very important issue 
which we will continue to investigate thor- 
oughly. 

The release of this new information re- 
flects my commitment to unraveling the Gulf 
war illnesses problem. We will continue to 
work closely with the Presidential Advisory 
Committee on Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses 
to ensure that we are doing everything pos- 
sible to address the health consequences of 
service in the Persian Gulf. We will also con- 
tinue to make new information on this impor- 
tant issue available to veterans and their fam- 
ilies. 

Note: This item was not received in time for pub- 
lication in the appropriate issue. 


The President’s Radio Address 
June 22, 1996 


Good morning. Today I want to talk with 
you about keeping our families safe and se- 
cure, and especially about how we can help 
parents to protect their children. 

Since I tock office we’ve worked hard to 
combat the crime and violence that has be- 
come all too familiar to too many Americans. 
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We passed a sweeping crime bill in 1994, 
against steep opposition from partisan politi- 
cians and special interest group pressure. 
We're now putting 100,000 new police offi- 
cers on America’s streets in community polic- 
ing. Nearly half of them are already funded. 
We banned 19 deadly assault weapons, 
passed the Violence Against Women Act to 
help our communities resist domestic vio- 
lence. We passed the Brady bill, and already 
it’s stopped over 60,000 felons, fugitives, and 
stalkers from buying a gun. 

We're helping our communities give chil- 
dren something to say yes to, positive pro- 
grams and good role models to help them 
stay away from crime and drugs a i gangs. 
These laws are making a real difference 
across our country. In city after city and town 
after town, crime and violence are finally 
coming down. Crime is coming down this 
year overall in America for the 4th year in 
a row. But we all know we've got a long way 
to go before our streets are safe again. 

And as we move forward, we have to re- 
member we're not just fighting against crime, 
we're fighting for something: for peace of 
mind, for the freedom to walk around the 
block at night and feel safe, for the security 
of neighborhoods that aren't plagued by 
drugs, where you can leave your doors un- 
locked and not worry about your children 
playing in the yard. We're fighting to restore 
a sense of community, and most of all, we're 
fighting for our children and their future. 

Nothing is more important than keeping 
our children safe. We have taken decisive 
steps to help families protect their children, 
especially from sex oltenders, people who, 
according to study after study, are likely to 
commit their crimes again and again. We’ve 
all read too many tragic stories about young 
people victimized by repeat offenders. That’s 
why, in the crime bill, we required every 
State in the country to compile a registry of 
sex offenders and gave States the power to 
notify communities about child sex offenders 
and violent sex offenders that move into their 
neighborhoods. 

But that wasn’t enough, and last month I 
signed Megan’s Law that insists that States 
tell a community whenever a dangerous sex- 
ual predator enters its midst. Too many chil- 
dren and their families have paid a terrible 
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price because parents didn’t know about the 
dangers hidden in their own neighborhood. 
Megan’s Law, named after a 7-year-old girl 
taken so wrongly at the beginning of her life, 
will help to prevent more of these terrible 
crimes. 

Now we must take the next step. Senator 
Biden and Senator Gramm have introduced 
bipartisan legislation to develop a national 
registry to track sexual offenders and child 
molesters across the country. They're on the 
right track, but we have to move forward 
now, and we can. Today I’m directing the 
Attorney General to report back in 60 days 
with a plan to guarantee our police officers 
this information right away. We must make 
sure police officers in every State can get the 
information they need from any State to track 
sex offenders down and bring them to justice 
when they commit new crimes. The police 
officer in Cleveland should be able to get 
information on all known sex offenders in 
Cleveland, whether they committed their 
crimes in New York or Los Angeles. Every 
bit of information we have about the people 
who commit these crimes should be available 
to law enforcement wherever and whenever 
they need it. 

The crime bill laid the foundation for this 
national registry by requiring States to track 
sexual offenders within their borders. 
Megan’s Law makes sure parents get this in- 
formation so they can take steps to watch 
out for their children. Now I want the Attor- 
ney General to work with the States and the 
Congress to link this information together to 
make it available to law enforcement at every 
level in every State. Police officers will be 
able to prevent more crimes and catch more 
pases if they can share and compare the 
latest information we have. 

We respect people’s rights, but there is no 
right greater than a parent's right to raise 
a child in safety and love. That’s why the law 
should follow those who prey on America’s 
children wherever they go, State to State, 
town to town. 

We'll never be able to eliminate crime 
completely. But as long as crime is so com- 
monplace that we don’t even look up when 
horror after horror leads the evening news, 
we know we've got a long way to go. Yes, 
the crime rate is coming down for 4 years 
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in a row. And, yes, our strategies of 100,000 
po. the Brady law, the assault weapons 

an, the domestic violence law, the youth 
prevention programs, these things are help- 
ing. But I won't be satisfied until America 
is once again a place where people who see 
a report of a serious crime are shocked, not 
numb to it. 

We can make that America real. We know 
we can if we work together and put our chil- 
dren first. 

Thanks for listening. 


Note: The address was recorded at 12:23 p.m. 
on June 21 at McCormick Place in Chicago, IL, 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 22. 


Remarks to the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors in Cleveland, Ohio 
June 22, 1996 


Thank you very much, Mayor Rice. His 
speaking’s improved now that he’s getting so 
much practice out there on the stump. 
[Laughter] I’m delighted to be here with you. 
I thank you for your great year as president 
of the U.S. Conference of Mayors. I’m look- 
ing forward to working with Mayor Daley this 
year. And I’m glad the Democrats are going 
to give him a little boost in the local economy 
in Chicago in a few weeks, try to get his term 
off to a good start. 

I want to say a special word of appreciation 
to the mayor of Chicago for the City Livabil- 
ity Awards that he presents every year at this 
conference, along with Philip Rooney of 
Waste Management. I think that’s a very 
good thing to do, and I’ve always been im- 
pressed with the achievements that earn the 
awards. 

I’m delighted to be here with the other 
mayors on the platform: Mayor White and 
my longtime friend Mayor Helmke, Mayor 
Rhea. I was glad to see Congressman Stokes 
this morning and Congressman Sherrod 
Brown. And Reverend McMickle, I got 
ames over from a distance; I thank you. I 

eard it and needed it more than the others 
here. I appreciate it very much. [Laughter] 

I enjoyed all of the music in advance, and 
I want you to know that Mayor Rice and I 
were out there trying to sing along with 
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Glenn Burks. I didn’t make the low notes, 
and he did. But I appreciated it very much. 

I want to thank Mayor Lanier from Hous- 
ton for his hosting me yesterday in Houston. 
And we flew up today, and I know that he 
is the head of the Rebuild America Coalition; 
that’s an important part of your efforts. And 
we're glad to work with him and looking for- 
ward to it. 

I also want to thank all the mayors here 
for the work you did yesterday on the Habitat 
house. I saw the picture in the local paper 
when I got here, and I think it’s a wonderful 
thing that you did. I appreciate that. I’m sure 
that many of you know that I signed an ap- 
propriation this year for the first time ever 
to Habitat for Humanity so that they could 
buy larger tracts of land in our urban areas 
and build more houses at one time in one 
place. And I hope that that will enable a lot 
of you to cooperate with them and meet the 
housing needs of your people. And I think 
you sent a great message to America yester- 
day. And I thank you, Mayor White, for mak- 
ing that opportunity possible for them, and 
I thank all of you for doing it. 

I would like to say a special word of thanks, 
too, to Tom Cochran, because he works for 
you full time and he has to work with us. 
And I think sometimes we overlook—I know 
I was in the Governors’ association and the 
attorney generals’ association, and we 
showed up for our conferences and we got 
credit for whatever we were doing. Most of 
the time the staff had done it, and we just 
stood in the way of the camera. So I thank 
Tom Cochran for what he does every day 
for you as well. 

Mayor, I want to say thank you for wel- 
coming us to Cleveland. I heard what you 
said outside about the remarkable progress 
of Cleveland, and I’ve had an opportunity to 
see a lot of it myself over the last several 
years. You remember, it wasn’t so many years 
ago that I came here, I think, for the Demo- 
cratic Leadership Council in the eighties and 
then when I was running for President. I 
have seen this remarkable city’s turnaround 
under your leadership and with the partner- 
ship of the private sector and with the enor- 
mous spirit of the community here. I have 
been in all sections of this community, and 
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I have loved every opportunity I have had 
to be here. 

I liked throwing out the ball at your sta- 
dium. Somebody told me Mayor Riley was 
going to throw the ball out tomorrow. Is that 
true? Mayor Riley can’t throw a baseball. 
[Laughter] Better practice, Joe, wherever 
you are. [Laughter] And thank you for wel- 
coming me to Charleston the other night. 

I also—I'll tell you one thing you can all 
do; you can go home and you can get one 
great story out of this conference. You can 
go home and tell everybody that, after all, 
Elvis is alive—{laughter|—in Cleveland at 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. He’s pack- 
ing them in as never before. [Laughter] I'm 
going to see how many times I can run that 
out before people figure out what I’m talking 
about. [Laughter] 

If I can get Willie Brown to laugh at my 
jokes, I’m doing well. [Laughter] I've got a 
real future in this business if I can do that. 

I'd like to begin on a serious note, if I 
might, now. I was thinking about Cleveland 
coming in here and the remarkable amount 
of partnership in reaching across the lines 
that too often divide us that made possible 
the revitalization of this city in the last few 
years. And I was thinking about all the dif- 
ferent people that I had met over the years 
in Cleveland who had been, in my mind, he- 
roes of this country of ours because of the 
work they've done in their churches, in their 
housing projects, on the streets trying to pre- 
vent crime, trying to help rebuild their com- 
munities. And it reminds me of what I’ve 
been doing the last couple of days. 

I’m sure some of you saw the press reports 
that Hillary and I were privileged to welcome 
the Olympic torch into the White House the 
other night. And it bumed on the White 
House lawn for a night, and then we saw 
it off the next day. The torch was brought 
into the White House by a nun who had de- 
voted her life to community service and by 
Dr. I. King Jordan, who is the president of 
Gallaudet University. He’s the first deaf 
president of our Nation’s deaf university. 
He’s—I don’t know how old King is, but he’s 
a couple of years older than I am, and this 
week he’s going to run a 100-mile race. So 
he’s in reasonably good shape as well. 
[Laughter] 
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And then the next day the people who 
brought the flame out of the place where it 
was sitting in the White House and then ran 
it out of the White House as we saw it off 
the next morning, it was a man named Lang 
Brown, who has devoted his life to trying to 
save the lives of troubled children. He’s an 
African-American man of about, oh, I don’t 
know, maybe a little older than I am. And 
he walked up the way at the White House 
there with 12 kids. They were white, His- 

ic, African-American, all walks of life, 

ids who were in desperate trouble. He 
helped them to put their lives back together 
again. He pat» his whole life doing that. 

One of the people that carried the Olym- 
pic torch is a 74-year-old woman in Nevada 
who has taken in at a rather advanced age 
now 100 children who were abandoned. And 
she tried to give them their lives back. The 
young woman that carried the torch out of 
the White House was a young woman named 
Carla McGhee, who was a highly recruited 
high school basketball player. She went to 
the University of Tennessee, seemed des- 
tined for a streaking career. And she was in 
a terrible accident, almost died; her body was 
totally crushed. And by sheer dint of will she 
pulled herself back to the point where she 
recovered her mobility first and then she re- 
covered her ability to play basketball. And 
within a couple of years she had gone back 
to the University of Tennessee and helped 
them to win a national championship. And 
now she’s leading our women’s Olympic bas- 
ketball team. A miraculous story. And they 
were carrying this Olympic torch like—thou- 
sands and thousands of our fellow citizens 
have done that. That’s the flame I want 
America to be remembered by. 

And then we’ve been bedeviled, as I heard 
someone mention, I think the pastor men- 
tioned in the prayer, by another sort of flame. 
We've had more than a tripling of church 
burnings in our country in the last year and 
a half. That’s the opposite side of the coin. 
But we still have some people in our country 
that give into what seems to be—if you look 
at Bosnia, if you look at the Middle East, 
if you look at Northern Ireland, if you look 
at the problems between the tribes in Bu- 
rundi and Rwanda, it seems to be an almost 
universal impulse of human nature that there 
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is this dark part of our soul that can be rewved 
up so that we define ourselves not in terms 
of our common humanity and what we can 
do and what we can be for and what our 
good qualities are but in terms of who we 
can hate and who we can put down and who 
we can be different from. And that’s really 
what the racially motivated impulses in the 
church burnings that have been racially driv- 
en represent. 

And it is the antithesis of everything that 
makes our American cities great. We've had 
an enormous number of black churches 
burned, unfortunately. We've also had at 
least one mosque and another Islamic center 
burned. We've had several synagogues dese- 
crated in this country in the last couple of 
years. And unbelievably enough, we’ve— 
even though there haven’t been as many of 
them, we've had a substantial increase in the 
number of white churches that have been 
burned. People are sort of looking at our 
houses of worship as targets now. 

And I just want to say to all of you that 
that’s the opposite of what makes you suc- 
cessful as mayors. And it’s also the opposite 
of what it means to be an American in the 
finest sense. A lot of these churches have 
been burned out in the country where people 
can’t catch them, but there have also been 
burnings in sizable cities, in Knoxville and 
Sacramento and Tucson. And just this past 
Thursday, the Emmanual Christian Fellow- 
ship in Portland was added to the list of sus- 
picious fires. 

So I just want to say to you, I want you 
to keep speaking out against this. I know that 
Mayor Menino has sponsored a resolution 
that you’re going to pass, and I thank you 
for that. But this country has the largest num- 
ber of houses of worship per capita of any 
nation in the world. We got started by people 
coming to our shores searching for religious 
liberty. It is the first amendment to the Con- 
stitution. And so I say to you, your lives and 
your successes are living examples of what 
is best in this country. You bring together 
people every day that are like those folks car- 
rying the torch to Mayor Campbell's city. 
And I hope before you leave here you will 
issue the strongest possible statement saying 
this church burning is not America and we're 
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not going to tolerate it. We're going to stand 
up to it. 

For nearly 4 years now, we have worked 
together on a strategy that I called in 1992 
“Putting People First.” I ran for this job be- 
cause I wanted to see our country go into 
the 21st century with great vigor and purpose 
and determination, meeting our challenges 
and protecting our values in a way that would 
enable us to achieve three things: One, to 
keep the American dream of opportunity 
available for every person in this country who 
would assume the responsibility necessary to 
achieve it; two, to see this country come to- 
gether as a community over all the lines of 
our diversity and not be divided; and three, 
because at this particular moment in history, 
to make sure that America continued to be 
the world’s strongest force for peace and 
freedom and prosperity. 

Now, while no one could say we solved 
all the problems in this country, and none 
of you would assert that you have done that 
in your cities, we are plainly better off than 
we were 4 years ago. We are clearly moving 
in the right direction. And the thing that has 
underpinned a lot of the successes that we 
have had in other areas has been the revital- 
ization of the American economy. 

Our strategy was very straightforward: Cut 
the deficit in half so you can get interest rates 
down and the private sector can invest again 
and create jobs; continue to work to invest 
in our people, in their education, in their 
skills, in technology and research; expand 
trade so that America can sell more of its 
products and services abroad. 

Well, 4 years later we have had the deficit 
reduced, they say now, by more than 50 per- 
cent, from over $290 billion to about $130 
billion by the end of this year. We have nego- 
tiated 200 separate trade agreements, and 
our trade is at an all-time high now. In the 
21 areas we negotiated with Japan, American 
exports are up 85 percent in 3 years. We 
have continued to expand opportunities in 
education and to continue to invest. We have 
increased our investment in infrastructure by 
about 10 percent while reducing the deficit, 
something that I know is important to all of 
you. And the American people have pro- 
duced 9.7 million new jobs in 3% years. 
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Now, to give you some idea, I’m about to 
leave next week to go to the annual con- 
ference of the G-7, the big seven industrial 
nations, in Europe. The G7 nations, in total 
in the last 3% years, have produced 10 mil- 
lion jobs, 9.7 million in America. That's 
something to be proud of our fellow citizens 
for. They have done a good job. We’ve done 
a good job of bringing this country back. 

We also see that the welfare rolls have 
been reduced by 1.3 million. Food stamp 
rolls are down a million. The poverty rate 
has dropped for the first time in many years. 
And, thank goodness, for the first time in 10 
years, for the last 2 years average wages are 
finally going up again in America instead of 
going down. So we are moving in the right 
direction. 

We've also worked together on some other 
things. We passed the national service law, 
and I know a lot of you have made good use 
of the AmeriCorps volunteers. I want to 
thank Mayor Ashe for his willingness to serve 
on the AmeriCorps board; I’m going to ap- 
point him formally next week. 

We passed some other very important leg- 
islation for America, the family and medical 
leave law. We now know from a bipartisan 
study that 12 million Americans have taken 
advantage of the family and medical leave 
law in the last couple of years, to take a little 
time off when they had a family member sick 
or a baby born or an elderly parent in trou- 
ble, without losing their jobs. And it may be, 
in some ways, the most immediately 
impactful law that I’ve had the privilege to 
sign as President, because I hear—every- 
where I go, people come up to me and talk 
to me about how their children were sick and 
they couldn’t have taken care of them and 
kept their job if it hadn’t been for that. So 
I feel good about that. 

I think we all know we've got more to do 
and that we can never, never succeed in get- 
ting opportunity to all of our ~— as we 
move into this information age in this global 
society unless we have a strategy to make 
sure that our cities are strong and vibrant. 
If America’s cities can go into the 21st cen- 
tury flourishing, then America will do very 
well. 

We have sought to forge a partnership with 
you. Mayor Rice talked about it, talked about 
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our early meetings, the accessibility of the 
Cabinet. I must tell you, I think it’s been 
made a lot easier by this remarkable genera- 
tion of mayors in the room. I was talking this 
morning about how I’m amazed that the 
mayors seem to get more and more and more 
talented and more innovative with each suc- 
cessive year. And I thank you. You're very 
easy to work with, practical, people-oriented, 
flexible, interested in solving problems and 
working and going forward. I also think it’s 
been made a lot easier because I have been 
priviieged to have the service of the person 
I believe will go down in history as the finest 
HUD Secretary in the history of the United 
States, Henry Cisneros. 

We have worked to establish a comprehen- 
sive approach with you to deal with jobs is- 
sues; to deal with housing issues; to deal with 
environmental issues; to deal with the issues 
of education, the school-to-work program, 
expanded Head Start, aid to the public 
schools in Chapter I; to deal with transpor- 
tation issues. We've tried to put this program 
into our community empowerment agenda. 
And I want to thank the Vice President for 
the work he’s done in leading that effort 
along with Henry. You have men A it possible. 

We now have 105 communities that have 
qualified to be empowerment zones or enter- 
prise communities. We have seen some re- 
markable transformations in those commu- 
nities. Here in Cleveland, dozens of new 
businesses are moving into or expanding in 
the city zone. One of them is Bearings, a 
Fortune 1000 company that will build a new 
$28 million world a Comrie here and em- 
ploy more than 300 workers. Mayor White 
has taken action to make sure that the local 
workers will be trained for these jobs and 
for other jobs that will come into the zone, 
so that we won't have a purported advantage 
that doesn’t really benefit the people it was 
supposed to benefit. So I’m pleased about 
that. 

We've got to build on our successes, and 
I have made some very specific proposals to 
the Congress which I intend to take into this 
campaign if they are not enacted in this ses- 
sion of Congress. First, I’ve asked Congress 
to create a second round of empowerment 
zones. My goal will be eventually to get to 
the point where we can have an 


June 22 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 


empowerment zone of some scope in every 
community in the country that needs it. 
That’s really what the rule ought to be, and 
if it works, we'll generate more investment, 
more jobs, more incomes, and there won't 
be any loss to the Treasury. 

So I think we have to keep going on this. 
This approach is working. And it’s working 
because it requires the communities to come 
up with a strategy to make the most of the 
opportunity and then lets the communities 
drive their future, not some Federal rule or 
regulation. 

Second, as all of you know, I have asked 
Congress to enact a new $2 billion incentive 
to encourage the cleanup and redevelopment 
of abandoned industrial sites, our so-called 
brownfields initiative. This one thing could 
do as much to bring jobs back to urban 
America as any other thing that we've talked 
about in a long time. And I want you, regard- 
less of your party, to help me get this passed 
in Congress. This is good for America; it’s 
good economics. 

Congressman Lou Stokes has been a lead- 
er in this effort. 1 want to thank him and 
Senator Carol Moseley-Braun of Illinois; 
Congressman Charles Rangel of New York, 
who will be introducing the community 
empowerment legislation this week. 

We also fought to preserve the low-income 
housing credit. And I’m pleased that the 
Local Initiative Services Corporation, LISC, 
is prepared to announce that it has raised 
$410 million from corporations to build 8,500 
housing units and create another 12,000 jobs. 
That will benefit a lot of your areas. 

We have to do more. Particularly, we have 
to recognize that there are places in our 
country where the free enterprise system 
simply hasn't reached yet. And we have got 
to do more to provide jobs and opportunities. 

I recently signed two Executive orders to 
address this issue. The first one created a 
new empowerment contracting program 
which will offer special incentives for Gov- 
ernment contracting awards for companies 
that locate in distressed communities in all 
parts of America. I also signed an Executive 
order directing Federal agencies that are 
building facilities or relocating to give first 
priority to the historic districts of our central 
cities, instead of running away from them. 
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The Government should be investing in 
America’s future where it’s most needed. 

I think one of the great success stories of 
urban America in the last couple of years is 
the success that so many of you have made 
in lowering the rate of crime and violence. 
And we have to build on it, because we are 
nowhere near where we need to be. But we 
are a lot better off than we were just a few 
years ago. I have tried to be a good partner 
in that regard. We have worked to help you 
put 100,000 new police officers on the street 
with the crime bill of 1994. I can tell you 
that we are ahead of schedule and under 
budget there. We have funded almost half 
of the 100,000 police already. 

The assault weapons ban is making a dif- 
ference. The Brady bill is making a huge dif- 
ference. We have now seen, since the Brady 
bill became law, 60,000—I'll say that again— 
60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers who 
were prevented from buying guns simply be- 
cause we took a few days to check their eligi- 
bility. It was the right thing to do. 

We have worked to try to help commu- 
nities give our children something to say yes 
to, to support your preventive programs and 
your role models that keep children out of 
drugs and gangs and violence in the first 
place. We cannot jail our way out of this cri- 
sis. We have to find ways to change the cul- 
ture of America, to give more of our kids 
a chance to stay on the right path in the first 
place. 

All of you know that I have not had as 
much success as I wanted with this Congress 
in preserving the prevention aspect of the 
94 crime bill. But all of you know, and so 
do your law enforcement officials know, that 
this is a critical aspect of the strategy. We 
need to do more in this area, not less. These 
programs can work. They save children’s lives 
every single, solitary day. And again I say, 
I hope you will help me to bring some bal- 
ance, more balance back into the approach 
that Congress is taking. We are fighting to 
preserve every single dollar for prevention 
we can, but we need all the help we can get. 

We have also tried to help cities to imple- 
ment their own strategies. Long Beach, Cali- 
fornia, led the country in implementing the 
school uniform policy. They found that it re- 
duced the vulnerability of their children to 
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gangs and that it increased learning and re- 
duced the dropout rate and it increased a 
sense of cohesion, that even the upper in- 
come kids wound up liking it because people 
began to be identified by what they were in- 
side rather than what they were wearing out- 
side. We helped them, and we have helped 
others now through the Justice Department, 
the Education Department, do that in a way 
that is legal and constitutional and avoids the 
hassles. 

We are supporting cities like New Orleans 
and many others that have curfew policies 
that have led to dramatic drops in the juve- 
nile crime rate, to do so in a way that, at 
least based on anything that we can find 
through the Justice Department, is likely to 
be most effective and most positive. 

I see Mayor Pat Hays from North Little 
Hock out there. He’s the first mayor, my 
mayor, that actually introduced a curfew pol- 
icy. We had a terrible problem in his commu- 
nity. I think most of the mayors that have 
done it believe that it’s a smart thing and 
a good thing to do. We want to make sure 
that, at least that if you’re interested in it, 
you know what everyone’s experience is, 
what seems to work best, and how to avoid 
any potential pitfalls that we have deter- 
mined around the country. 

Here in Cleveland I know the murder rate 
has been down 12 percent in the last 2 years 
alone. We see this nationwide. And I guess 
one of the things that I want to make sure 
that all of us are doing together, and I would 
like to help on, is I want the folks back home 
to know that we can do something about the 
crime rate. I want people to believe that we 
can do something about the crime rate. It 
wasn’t so very long ago that I think people 
had more or less given up. And that would 
be a terrible thing in this country. It would 
be a terrible thing. If people gave up on our 
ability to provide common security, then 
within 10 or 20 years those of us who could 
afford it would be living behind walls with 
our own private security systems and every- 
body else would be living in a jungle. 

So this crime issue is critical to the eco- 
nomic issue; it’s critical to the welfare issue; 
it’s critical to all these other issues. We have 
got to convince our people that in common 
we can bring the crime rate down, we can 
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restore order and civility and decency and 
safety to our children’s lives. And it’s very, 
very important. 

Let me say that in the last few months 
especially, we have been very active in deal- 
ing with those who commit crimes against 
children, especially those who commit sexual 
offenses against children. And I wanted to 
mention that just a moment today. 

In the crime bill, we required every State 
to compile a registry of sex offenders and 
gave the States the power to notify commu- 
nities about child sex offenders or violent sex 
offenders that moved into neighborhoods. 
And then last month I signed Megan’s Law, 
to insist that States tell a community when- 
ever a dangerous sexual predator is in the 
midst of the people. Too many children and 
their families have paid a terrible price be- 
cause of what their parents didn’t know. 
Megan’s Law was named after a 7-year-old 
girl from New Jersey who was taken at the 
beginning of her life. And I believe it will 
help to prevent further Megans. 

But there is one other step we have to take. 
Senator Biden and Senator Gramm have in- 
troduced a bipartisan bill to develop a na- 
tional registry to track offenders and child 
molesters across the country. That is the right 
thing to do, but I believe we can move for- 
ward now. Today I directed the Attorney 
General to report back to me in 60 days with 
a plan to guarantee that police officers can 
get this information right away, to make sure 
that police officers in every State get the in- 
formation they need from any State to track 
sex offenders. A police officer in Cleveland 
ought to know about somebody in Cleveland, 
whether the crime was committed in Los An- 
geles or New York. These things have to be 
shared, and we need a system to share it. 
So we are working very, very hard on that, 
and I hope you will support us in that en- 
deavor as well. 

Let me just say one last thing about crime. 
Unless someone finds a magic formula to 
transform human nature, we will never elimi- 
nate crime completely from America. But we 
can go back to the time when it’s the excep- 
tion, not the rule. And I think that the test 
that I always say that I will follow is I will 
believe we're on the right side of the crime 
problem when I can turn on the evening 
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news at night and if the lead story is a hor- 
rible crime I’m absolutely shocked, instead 
of numb to it; I don’t expect the lead story 
to be the biggest, latest crime story. 

So I say, again, you have proven—mayor 
after mayor, most of the mayors in this room 
have seen a drop in the crime rate for 3 or 
4 years in a row now. And it’s very important 
that our people believe we can do this. We 
cannot allow the people to believe that we 
cannot do this. 

I think the resurgence of our cities—and 
I predict to you that it will continue—driven 
by new economic strategies and more jobs 
coming in, driven by innovative housing strat- 
egies and more affordable housing—we’re 
going to make Secretary Cisneros’ goal: 
We're going to have more than two-thirds 
of the American people in their own homes 
by the end of this decade for the first time 
in American history. We're going to do that. 

The marrying wr sir attempts to improve 
the environment and to direct the econ- 
omy—to develop the economy, as embodied 
in the brownfields initiative; the continued 
assault on crime; the continued commitment 
to invest in our infrastructure, these things 
will develop a strategy not only to rebuild 
urban America but to make America great 
as we move into the next century. 

The main thing I would say again, we have 
to have a vision. You have to imagine, what 
do you want this country to look like? When 
these children grow up and they're raising 
their children, I want this to be a country 
in a world that is so full of possibility it’s 
unimaginable to us. But I want those possi- 
bilities available to every child who will work 
for them, without regard to their race or the 
station they start out in life or where they 
happen to live in the United States. 

And I want our diversity to be the crown 
jewel of our assets in the global society. I 
want us to revel in the racial and ethnic and 
religious diversity of America, and I want us 
to still be standing up for peace and freedom 
and prosperity for all the people of the world. 
And if you want that, you have to lead the 
way. And we have to do it by working to- 
gether. When I look at this crowd I am very 
— that that is the future that these 
children will have. 


Thank you very much, and God bless you. 
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Note: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. in the 
Cleveland Renaissance Hotel. In his remarks, he 
referred to the following U.S. Conference of May- 
ors officials: Mayor Norman B. Rice of Seattle, 
WA, outgoing president; Mayor Richard M. Daley 
of Chicago, IL, incoming president; Mayor Paul 
Helmke of Fort Wayne, IN, chair, Advisory 
Board; Mayor Betty Jo Rhea of Rock Hill, SC, 
trustee; and J. Thomas Cochran, executive direc- 
tor. The President also referred to Glenn Burks, 
who sang the national anthem; Rev. Marvin A. 
McMickle, who gave the invocation; and Mayors 
Michael R. White of Cleveland, OH, Joseph R. 
Riley, Jr., of Charieston, SC, Willie Brown of San 
Francisco, CA, Thomas Menino of Boston, MA, 
Bill Campbell of Atlanta, GA, and Victor Ashe 
of Knoxville, TN. 


Memorandum on Family Friendly 
Work Arrangements 


June 21, 1996 


Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 


Subject: Implementing Federal Family 
Friendly Work Arrangements 

I continue to believe that honoring and 
supporting the concerns of family members 
in the workplace is vital to good government 
and to a productive work force. In order to 
build on its record of support for families 
in the Federal workplace, the executive 
branch must continue to examine its prac- 
tices and to implement the goals of the Presi- 
dential Memorandum of July 11, 1995. The 
Federal Government must continue to set 
the pace in transforming the culture of the 
American workplace so that it supports em- 
ployees who are devoted to their families. 

It is clear to me that whenever the Federal 
Government establishes a goal of providing 
civilian employees and military personnel 
with an environment supportive to families, 
the result is greater cost efficiency, increased 
worker commitment and productivity, better 
customer service, and improved family life. 

Therefore, today I am directing all execu- 
tive departments and agencies to review their 
personnel practices and develop a plan of ac- 
tion to utilize the flexible policies already in 
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place and, to the extent feasible, expand their 
ability to provide their employees: 

(1) assistance in securing safe, affordable 
quality child care; 

(2) elder care information and referral 
services; 

(3) flexible hours that will enable employ- 
ees to schedule their work and meet the 
needs of their families. This includes encour- 
agement to parents to attend school func- 
tions and events essential to their children; 

(4) opportunities to telecommute, when 
possible, and consistent with their respon- 
sibilities, to achieve the goal of 60,000 tele- 
commuters by 1998 as set by the President’s 
Management Council. This includes tele- 
commuting from home and from satellite lo- 
cations; 

(5) policies and procedures that promote 
active inclusion of fathers as well as mothers; 

(6) an effective mechanism by which em- 
ployees can suggest new practices that 
strengthen families and provide for a more 
productive work environment; and 

(7) leadership and participation in these 
policies and programs at the highest level of 
the agency. 

The departments and agencies shall pro- 
vide an initial report on the results of this 
review to the Vice President through the Na- 
tional Performance Review within 120 days 
of the date of this memorandum. This report 
should include an assessment of progress 
made towards specific goals and include in- 
novative approaches and detailed success sto- 
ries. 

The National Performance Review, to- 
gether with the Domestic Policy Council, the 
President’s Management Council Working 
Group on ema IN the Office of Per- 
sonnel Management, and the General Serv- 
ices Administration will continue to work 
with the executive agencies as we move for- 
ward together to increase productivity 
through family friendly work environments. 


William J. Clinton 


Note: This memorandum was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on June 24. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Bosnia 
June 21, 1996 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

In my report to the Congress of December 
21, 1995, I provided further information on 
the deployment of combat-equipped U.S. 
Armed Forces to the Republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina as well as other states in the 
region in order to participate in and support 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO)-led Implementation Force (IFOR). 
I am providing this follow-up report, consist- 
ent with the War Powers Resolution, to en- 
sure that the Congress is kept fully informed 
on continued U.S. contributions in support 
of peacekeeping efforts in the former Yugo- 
slavia. 

We and other countries are working in 
concert to encourage the parties to fulfill 
their commitments under the peace agree- 
ment and to usher in a new era of coopera- 
tion. In accordance with United Nations Se- 
curity Council Resolution 1031 and the 
North Atlantic Councii decision of Decem- 
ber 16, 1995, IFOR continues to carry out 
its mission to monitor and ensure compliance 
by all parties with the military aspects of the 
peace agreement initialed in Dayton and for- 
mally signed in Paris on December 14, 1995. 
Consistent with the accomplishment of its 
principal task, IFOR is also assisting various 
aspects of civilian implementation, including 
elections support, support to the Inter- 
national Criminal Tribunal, and the facilita- 
tion of freedom of movement of civilian per- 
sons. NATO has also agreed and IFOR 
stands ready to provide emergency support 
to the United Nations Transitional Adminis- 
tration in Eastern Slavonia (UNTAES). One 
year ago, war raged throughout Bosnia. 
Today, the killing has ended and peace is tak- 
ing hold. 

Approximately 17,000 U.S. military per- 
sonnel remain deployed in the Republic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina under NATO oper- 
ational command and control as part of a 
total IFOR contingent of about 60,000. Most 
of these U.S. personnel are assigned to a sec- 
tor surrounding Tuzla. In addition, approxi- 
mately 5,500 U.S. military personnel are de- 
ployed in Hungary, Croatia, Italy, and other 
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states in the region in order to provide 
logistical and other support to IFOR. These 
personnel remain under U.S. command and 
control and rules of engagement. 

Many of the U.S. forces participating in 
IFOR are from U.S. Army forces who are 
stationed in Germany. Other participating 
U.S. forces include special operations torces, 
airfield operations support forces, air forces, 
and reserve personnel. An amphibious force 
is normally in reserve in the Mediterranean 
Sea, and a carrier battle group remains avail- 
able to provide support for IFOR’s air oper- 
ations. 

Thus far, U.S. forces have sustained one 
fatality, which occurred when a soldier was 
killed by a mine. One soldier was also slightly 
wounded by sniper fire in an isolated inci- 
dent, one soldier was wounded after inter- 
rupting an attempted break-in at a storage 
facility, and several were injured, one seri- 
ously, when their vehicle struck a mine. Sev- 
eral other deaths have occurred because of 
accidents. The IFOR’s mission for 1 year 
ends in December 1996, at which time it will 
begin withdrawal. At present, it is our inten- 
tion that IFOR will complete the withdrawal 
of all troops in the weeks after December 
20, 1996, on a schedule set by NATO coin- 
manders consistent with the safety of troops 
and the logistical requirements for an orderly 
withdrawal. 

A U.S. Army contingent remains deployed 
in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo- 
nia as part of the United Nations Preventive 
Deployment Force (UNPREDEP). This 
U.N. peacekeeping force observes and mon- 
itors conditions along the border with the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, effectively 
contributing to the stability of the region. 
Several U.S. Army support helicopters are 
also deployed to provide support to U.S. 
forces and UNPREDEP as required. Most 
of the approximately 500 U.S. soldiers par- 
ticipating in these missions are assigned to 
the 2nd Battalion, 63rd Armor, lst Infantry 
Division. A small contingent of U.S. military 
personnel is also serving in Croatia in direct 
support of the UNTAES Transitional Admin- 
istrator. 

The U.S. naval forces continued, until re- 
cently, to assist in enforcing the U.N.-man- 
dated arms embargo and economic sanctions 
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as part of NATO’s participation in Operation 
“SHARP Guard.” Since the arms embargo 
has been terminated and economic sanctions 
have been suspended, U.S. naval activities in 
support of Operation SHARP Guard have 
ceased. Operation SHARP Guard, however, 
will not be terminated until economic sanc- 
tions are terminated and U.S. naval forces 
will remain on call to provide assistance again 
should economic sanctions be reimposed. 

It is in the U.S. national interest to help 
bring peace to Bosnia. Through American 
leadership and in conjunction with our 
NATO allies and other countries, we have 
seen real progress toward sustainable peace 
in Bosnia. We have also made it clear to the 
former warring parties that it is they who are 
ultimately responsible for implementing the 
peace agreement. 

I have directed the participation of U.S. 
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant 
to my constitutional authority to conduct 
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in 
Chief and Chief Executive, and in accord- 
ance with various statutory authorities. I am 
providing this report as part of my efforts 
to keep the Congress fully informed about 
developments in the former Yugoslavia. I will 
continue to consult closely with the Congress 
regarding our efforts to foster peace and sta- 
bility in the former Yugoslavia. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging- 
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of 
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on June 24. 


Message to the Congress on Trade 
With China 
June 23, 1996 


To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
Section 902(b)(2) of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1990 and 
1991 (P.L. 101-246) (“the Act”), and as 
President of the United States, I hereby re- 
port to Congress that it is in the national in- 
terest of the United States to terminate the 


1121 


suspensions under section 902(a) of the Act 
with respect to the issuance of licenses for 
defense article exports to the People’s Re- 
public of China and the export of U.S.-origin 
satellites, insofar as such restrictions pertain 
to the Hughes Asia Pacific Mobile Tele- 
communications project. License require- 
ments remain in place for these exports and 
require review and approval on a case-by- 
case basis by the United States Government. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
June 23, 1996. 


NoTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on June 24. 


Remarks to the Family Re-Union V 
Conference in Nashville, Tennessee 
June 24, 1996 


Thank you very much. Well, Mr. Vice 
President, 1 kind of hate to talk, that panel 
was so good. I sort of—I think they were 
the keynote, and I'll just try to finish it with 
a grace note. 

I'd like to begin by thanking the Vice 
President and Tipper for showing this con- 
sistent commitment to the American family. 
I mean, it’s one thing to have one of these 
conferences, but to have one every year and 
have each one be better than the last and 
to be able to demonstrate to the American 
people that we are building on it and actually 
doing something with it—I mean, after that 
conference last year, I left here with a re- 
newed commitment to make sure that when 
we passed the telecommunications bill it had 
the V-chip in it. I left here with a renewed 
sense that, because of the media people that 
were here, that we could work with the lead- 
ers of the entertainment industry to develop 
a television rating system, and we did. And 
I believe we'll be able to get an agreement 
to increase the quality and quantity of edu- 
cational time on television. And I believe a 
lot of good things will come out of this con- 
ference as well. So, for—we’re indebted to 
them for a lot of things, but this will be a 
lasting legacy. 

I also want to thank Dr. Erickson and Rep- 
resentative Purcell, Speaker Naifeh, Gov- 
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ernor Wilder, and the other officials that are 
here, Attorney General Burson, Attorney 
General Humphrey, and State legislators 
from across the country. And I thank you for 
coming. 

I'd like to begin by saying you could prob- 
ably tell that we’re all kind of into this, and 
that’s a very important thing for me for you 
to know. I believe as we move into this new 
era that the people of this country are going 
to have more chances to live out their dreams 
than any generation of Americans before 
them. But we have to do it in a way that, 
number one, gives everybody a chance to live 
out their dreams, not just a few—or not even 
just many or most, but everybody who is will- 
ing to be a responsible citizen should have 
a chance to live out their dreams. And we 
have to do it in a way that brings us together, 
instead of dividing us. 

This is an incredibly diverse country. This 
is an incredibly complex and diverse econ- 
omy. We are being more and more drawn 
into a global—not just a global economy but 
a global society. And it is absolutely impera- 
tive that we have a commitment to dealing 
with these challenges in a way that increases 
opportunity for all and brings us together. 

When Hillary and I and Al and Tipper all 
sort of moved into the White House, one of 
the things that I tried to do was to kind of 
get a fix on the people who were working 
for us. Now, a lot of people who work for 
the White House are young people who 
haven't started their families yet, and that’s 
— good because they work these crazy 

ours and they never seem to get tired. I 
used to be that way myself. [Laughter] And 
then a lot of people who work for us, all their 
children are grown, so they can accommo- 
date bizarre schedules and long hours. 

But we have a significant number of peo- 
ple in very responsible positions who still 
have children who are either school age or 
pre-school age. And one of the things I told 
them when we started this was that we were 
on a mission to change America for the bet- 
ter, but it wasn’t as important as taking care 
of their kids, and that if they ever thought 
that their families were really suffering, they 
ought to quit, because the most important 
job any of us have, starting with the Presi- 


dent, is to be a good parent. And several of 
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them have taken me up on my admonition— 
[laughter|—sometimes at great personal loss 
to me. 

One of the most brilliant people who ever 
worked in the White House, at least in the 
last several years, Bill Galston—a man who 
made an enormous contribution to our ad- 
ministration, full of new ideas and ways to 
move America into the 21st century—came 
to me one day and he said, “My boy keeps 
asking where I am. He’s 10 years old. You 
can get somebody else to do this job; no one 
else can do that job. I have to go home. You 
said I could, and now I have to.” And he 
did. And I think he’ll never regret it. 

My Deputy Chief of Staff, Erskine Bowles, 
whose wife went to college with Hillary— 
his wife is a very prominent executive in the 
textile industry, and her job got bigger and 
bigger and she was going to have to travel 
more. And they just had one child left at 
home, and he was going into his senior year. 
And Erskine said, you know, he said, “I just 
love working here. I love public service, and 
I don’t need the money. But my boy should 
not be at home in his last year in high school. 
And I don’t want him to ever wonder, not 
a single time, for the rest of his life, whether 
he was ever the most important thing in the 
world to his parents. And I’m going home.” 
And he did. And his son just graduated from 
high school, and he’s going to Princeton next 
year. He made the right decision. 

So I say that to all of you to try to put 
this into some sort of context and also to try 
to emphasize what I was saying earlier. One 
of you said—one of the panelists said, “You 
know, we don’t live to work, we work so we 
can live. And we Hope that we find fulfill- 
ment in our work and we do good things.” 
Politics, if you will, is one step removed from 
that. What is the purpose of the national en- 
terprise? Well, the first thing we’re supposed 
to do is to give you a safe world to live in, 
no cold war but new threats, terrorism and 
things like that. The second thing we're sup- 
posed to do is try to help give you a safe 
country within which to live, safe streets and 
a clean environment and healthy food. The 
third thing we're supposed to do is to kind 
of create a structure of opportunity and a 
structure of fairness, so that everybody has 
a chance and we all have a chance to grow 
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together. And if you think about the Con- 
stitution, the Bill of Rights, and the whole 
history of our Nation, it’s been one long 
struggle to make this country a country with 
more opportunity, more fairness, more unity, 
living up to the ideals that the founders en- 
shrined, so that people can then make all 
their own decisions—and most of the deci- 
sions made have nothing to do with Govern- 
ment, about how they’re going to organize 
work—and hopefully the work will permit 
them to live good personal lives and build 
strong families. And that’s the way I look at 
my job. 

Now, what we have been talking about 
today are the worries of parenthood. It seems 
to me there are at least three big challenges 
that parents face today. Parents are worried 
about—to go back to what Mrs. Jordan said, 
even if I teach my kids good values, will 
something in the society and the culture 
change my child’s life or destroy it? Will my 
child be subject to violence, to gangs, to 
drugs, to teen pregnancy? Will my child be 
subject, even long before that, to cultural in- 
fluences or other dangers over which I basi- 
cally have no control, especially if 1 have to 
work and my kid is home watching television 
4 or 5 hours a day? 

Dad says, “Cigarettes are bad for you, and 
besides that, it’s illegal.” Right before you 
get out of the car to go to school or get out 
of the school bus, you see this great Joe 
Camel ad on the billboard. You know, Joe 
Camel is more well-known to 6-year-olds 
than Bill Clinton. [Laughter] And more in- 
teresting looking. I mean, you know, let’s face 
the facts. I mean, it’s an interesting, brilliant 
strategy. Mother says, “Son, you can’t be vio- 
lent. Sticks and stones can break your bones; 
words won’t hurt you. Don’t get mad; walk 
away.” And then Mom goes to work. The kid 
flips on the television and watches 4 hours 
of people killing each other with assault 
weapons. 

So it’s a challenging thing. That’s what last 
year’s conference was all about. And again, 
I want to take my hat off to the people in 
the entertainment industry who are coming 
to grips with this really tough problem of rat- 
ing television programs. 

You know, it’s pretty easy to rate movies. 
There is a certain fixed number of them that 
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come out every year. You just think about 
how many channels you have at home and 
how many hours a day those channels are 
on and how many different programs are on 
them and you get an idea of the staggering 
task that the entertainment industry has vol- 
untarily taken on itself so that parents, by 
the time we get V-chips in all these new tele- 
vision sets, so that parents will actually have 
a guide so they'll know what they’re doing 
to program the V-chip and use it. 

But it’s a move in the right direction. It’s 
what we were trying to do when our adminis- 
tration became the first one in history to take 
on the whole issue of the access of young 
people to exposure to tobacco advertising 
and sales. Now, it’s illegal in every State in 
the country for kids to buy cigarettes. But 
3,000 kids a day start smoking, and 1,000 of 
them are going to die sooner because of it. 
There is no other public health problem in 
America with those kinds of numbers. So we 
have to try to do something about it. 

I want to say a special word of thanks again 
to Al Gore, who lost his only and beloved 
sister to lung cancer, for being a constant 
voice of conscience in our administration, for 
getting us to come to grips with this. This 
is what they call in Washington politics a 
character builder. It’s no accident that no one 
else had ever done this before. And it’s not 
a free decision. But it was the right thing 
to do, and we're trying to do it, to try to 
create a framework within which other peo- 
ple can build their lives. 

Even the crime bill itself was designed to 
create a framework: the safe-and-drug-free 
schools initiative or putting 100,000 police 
on the streets in community policing or tak- 
ing the assault weapons off the street or pass- 
ing the Brady bill, which has kept 60,000 fel- 
ons, fugitives, and stalkers from buying hand- 
guns in just 3 years. That’s an important 
thing. All I can do is to create a framework 
within which others are going to be given 
the opportunity to change the culture of this 
country community by community. 

But let me tell you, lest you grow faint- 
hearted, we’re about to enter the fourth year 
in a row of violent crime dropping in Amer- 
ica. So don’t let anybody tell you it can’t be 
done. It can be done; we can change this. 
But we are a long way from home, and we 
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still have breathtaking rates of violence 
among juveniles. You go back to what Robert 
said about young people needing to be taught 
to be parents and to be responsible. So I 
thank you for that. 

When we set up this national service pro- 
gram, AmeriCorps, what we were trying to 
do was not have a Government program but 
to try to give people a chance, to set up a 
structure within which people could go out 
in their communities and solve their own 
problems. So I wanted to deal with that. 

The second pressure I think parents face 
is increasingly financial. You heard Ms. Allen 
talk about that. It’s no accident that, on aver- 
age, families today are spending more hours 
at work and less hours at home than they 
were 25 years ago. Don’t let anybody tell you 
that Americans aren’t hardworking. We are 
working fools. [Laughter] Some of us be- 
cause we like it, others because we have to. 
But we do it; we show up. We show up. All 
the surveys show most people on welfare are 
dying to go to work. We have 1.3 million 
fewer people on welfare today than we did 
3% years ago, partly because we're giving the 
States the ability to create opportunities and 
then move people to work. This is a working 
country. But you have to be able to create 
a strong and secure family. Otherwise, the 
harder you work, the more you fall behind 
and the more frustrated people get. 

Now, what can the Government do about 
that? Well, we can create a framework. 
We've cut the deficit in half and got interest 
rates down and expanded trade and invested 
in technology eo | infrastructure and edu- 
cation, and the American people produced 
almost 10 million new jobs. That’s a good 
thing. It’s a good thing. The interest rates 
brought mortgage rates down; we've got al- 
most 4 million new homeowners in the last 
31 years. 

But that doesn’t resolve all the problems. 
There’s still—this economy churns so much, 
and so many of our jobs are now being cre- 
ated in smaller companies where people nor- 
mally are used to having less security, that 
we have to find ways, I believe, to reward 
work by giving people lifetime access to edu- 
cation, training, health care, and retirement. 

That's what this debate in Washington is 
about over the Kassebaum-Kennedy bill. It 
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would give 25 million people access to health 
insurance by simply saying, you don’t lose 
your health insurance if you have to change 
jobs or if someone in your family has been 
sick. That’s what insurance is for. 

That’s what the small business package of 
pension reforms that we sent to Congress is 
all about. It basically says if you're a self- 
employed person or you work in a little busi- 
ness and you work for a whole series of small 
businesses and you're always changing jobs 
or you're out of work for a while, you ought 
to be able to take out a pension and keep 
it even through the bad times, and you ought 
not to have to wait a long time when you 
move from one job to the other to know that 
that pension is secure and seamless and con- 
tinuous. As far as I know, there is no opposi- 
tion in the Congress to this package in either 
party, and I’m hoping we can get that out. 

The Secretary of Education and the Sec- 
retary of Labor worked very hard on a pro- 
posal to collapse all the job training programs 
in the country. Somebody loses their job; 
they just get a voucher worth $2,600 a year 
to go to the local community college or do 
whatever is necessary to get job training. And 
these are the kinds of things that we think 
are very important. 

And the last thing I would say is that we 
know that the fastest growing essential in 
every family’s budget in the last 12 years, be- 
lieve it or not, was not health care, it was 
the cost of college—was the only thing that 
went up more rapidly than health care costs. 
So we proposed to give families a tax deduc- 
tion of up to $10,000 a year for the cost of 
college tuition and to make the 13th and 14th 
years of college universally available in Amer- 
ica by giving families a tax credit for the cost 
of going to a community college. So we could 
say to people, look, it’s just not enough to 
have a high school diploma anymore, and if 
you're just coming out of high school or if 
you've been in the work force for years and 
you want to go back, everybody, 100 percent 
of the people ought to have guaranteed ac- 
cess to at least 2 years of education. 

Now, these things I think will change the 
framework within which families have to live 
and work and will give them more income 
security and more stability. It doesn’t guaran- 
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tee any results, but at least it sets up a frame- 
work within which families can succeed. 

The third thing, though, that we have 
heard a lot about today is time. A lot of peo- 
ple say, “I can make money, but if I do I 
have to give up all my time.” And this is a 
very important thing. There are so many fam- 
ilies, two-parent families that are working 
two full-time job and a part-time job or two. 
There are so many single parents who are 
working two jobs or working so much over- 
time they're worried about whether they will 
ever see their kids. And I think about this 
a lot. 

You know, when Hillary and I were young 
parents and she had already spent many years 
studying all this—she took an extra year in 
law school to work at the Child Study Center 
where we were in law school so that she 
would know a lot about the impact of the 
law on children and their interests. And I'll 
never forget, one day I was working on some- 
thing, working like crazy, and Chelsea was 
about a year old, and she said, “You know 
all that stuff they tell you about quality time,” 
she said, “It’s about half not true.” She said, 
“Time counts; show up.” [Laughter] You 
know, time counts. 

And I can remember a lot of nights when 
I would read my daughter to sleep, and I 
would fall asleep before she would. And she 
would elbow me and say, “Dad, finish the 
book. Finish the book.” [Laughter] But it 
meant something. Even the nights when I 
wasn’t very good, you know, it meant some- 
thing. And I’m proud te say that my daughter 
is about to be a senior in high school, and 
she can still count on one hand the number 
of things that I have missed over her whole 
life. But I'll tell you something, she hasn’t 
forgotten a single one of them. [Laughter] 
And sometimes I hear, “You remember when 
I was in the second grade; we had such, and 
you were—” but I like that. I like that. I’m 
glad she felt entitled to complain. 

And when Katherine Wright was talking 
about the videotapes—one of the great high- 
lights of my recent life is that we did that 
in reverse, Katherine. I was in Russia meet- 
ing with President Yeltsin when Chelsea had 
her junior prom, and she did a videotape so 
she could send a message to her dad that 
she was sorry that I couldn’t send her off. 
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And I thought to myself, well, that’s one she 
didn’t hold against me. And that kind of both- 
ers me. She has reached the age when I’m 
not around, she doesn’t hold it against me 
as much. But at least—[laughter|—at least 
I have a film of it. 

Every person is entitled to build that mem- 
ory bank. Somebody who is out there work- 
ing for 6 bucks an hour in a factory, they 
are just as entitled to build that kind of a 
memory bank as the President of the United 
States. They’re just as entitled to it. 

And let me ask you also to look at this 
from the children’s point of view. We did 
a great job here. All of these companies and 
the public employees that are here, and the 
people in the Federal Government who do 
a good job of this, we talk about how it makes 
for happier workers, and happier parents 
make more productive workers, and you 
make more money. And you see that imme- 
diately. But let me ask you to think about 
this over the long haul. 

Think about the cumulative impact of all 
those extra stories at bedtime. Fifteen years 
later you have a more literate citizenry. Think 
about the cumulative impact of the extra 
hour or two helping your child with home- 
work. Fifteen years down the road you have 
a more productive citizenry. Think about 
what it means to sit at your sick child’s be- 
side. By the way, sometimes they don’t make 
it. Fifteen years from now you have people 
who are freed from the bitterness of thinking 
that they were deprived of the right to share 
what life they had with their children. It may 
seem small, but it may mean the difference 
in whether you raise a whole bunch of pro- 
ductive citizens or self-absorbed and com- 
pletely alienated people. It may make the dif- 
ference in whether people, when they grow 
up, live lives of responsibility or lives of rage, 
that they still—they never quite understand. 

So we talked a lot of about how this can 
be done and you can make money today 
about it because people would be happy and 
more productive, and that’s terrible impor- 
tant. But if you think about it in generational 
terms, which is how we ought to be thinking 
about it, it can also shape what this country 
looks like way into the 21st century. That’s 
why in some ways the first bill I signed as 
President, the family and medical leave law, 
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may be the most important, because of the 
framework it established for other people to 
do things. 

I can tell you this, that I still talk to people 
all the time—about 10 days ago or so we had 
the Children’s Miracle Network and all the 
children’s hospitals, telethon people, in the 
White House. And I was upstairs, and they 
said, “Mr. President, these people are down- 
stairs and would you like to go down and 
say hello to them.” So I did. And they had 
all these children who had been desperately 
sick—some of them were well now; some of 
them were still sick—and their parents, one 
from each State. And these kids were—they 
had been through a lot, and their parents had 
been through a lot. And most of their parents 
were just working people. And two of them 
on the way out, separately, said to me, “I 
do not know what I would have done without 
the family and medical leave law. it enabled 
me to take care of my child without hurting 
my family, without losing my job.” 

Twelve million people have now taken ad- 
vantage of that law. And a recent study by 
a bipartisan commission on leave said that 
9 out of 10 companies involved said the act 
had not cost them any money or done any- 
thing to their profits. And obviously, since— 
and let me put it in some larger context. I'm 
about to go to Europe in a couple of days 
to the annual meeting of the G—7 countries, 
the big seven economies. In the last 3% 
years, those economies have created a total 
of 10 million jobs, 9.7 million in the United 
States and 300,000 in the other 6. So the 
family leave law did not hurt the American 
economy, it helped the American economy. 

Now, again I say the most important thing 
is for us to have a framework. Then, by far, 
more significant would be changing the cul- 
ture of America—have, as Vance Opperman 
said, having more companies follow the leads 
of the companies that are here. But I do be- 
lieve that we've had a lot of time now to think 
about this and work on this in the last 3 years. 
I've listened to people talk about it. I believe 
there are two more changes we can make 
that would help the American economy, not 
hurt business, and strengthen families. And 
I want to propose them here today in the 
hope that you will bring us the same good 
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fortune that you did last year with the V- 
chip and the telecommunications bill. 

First of all, the family and medical leave 
law has done a lot of good, but it is extremely 
narrow in its purpose. In other words, you're 
entitled to time off without losing your job 
in a workplace of 50 employees or more if 
there’s a medical crisis involving a parent or 
a child, an immediate family member, or the 
birth of a child. That’s better than it used 
to be. But I believe, just based on—and you 
heard some of this today—I believe we 
should expand the family leave law. 

I would propose that we pass a family leave 
II that would allow employees to take up to 
24 hours a year—that’s not a lot of time— 
for parent-teacher conferences or for routine 
aula care for a child, a spouse, or a par- 
ent, because there are a lot of parents who 
cannot go to school to see the child’s teacher 
because the work schedule and the schedule 
of the school don’t work. And there are a 
lot of times when there is a routine, what 
at least starts out to be a routine medical 
problem, where it really makes a difference 
if the parent can go, especially with a young 
child, or where there’s nobody else to take 
the parent. 

So I am very hopeful that we can get some 
support for this. I also think it would create 
a more honest workplace. I mean, I bet every 
one of us knows somebody who’s called in 
sick or said they had car trouble so they could 
go meet with their child’s teacher or take a 
child or a parent to the doctor. So I think 
that we ought to pass family leave II, and 
I believe it will make a difference. 

Secondly, I think we need to make the 
workplace more family-friendly, especially 
where a lot of overtime is concerned, and 
give people more flextime in taking overtime 
either in income or in time with their fami- 
lies. 

Now, traditionally, overtime has been a 
very important way for a lot of American 
workers to realize their dreams. Overtime is 
really the difference between a good middle 
class existence and being in real trouble for 
a lot of workers. And I don’t believe we 
should change that. But with more Ameri- 
cans working more hours, simply spending 
time with your family can be a dream in it- 
self: a vacation, a maternity leave that goes 
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beyond what’s mandated by law, or if the 
child’s in trouble and you just need some 
time to spend time with your child. 

So today what I’m proposing is that we 
redefine compensation in a way that reflects 
the value of family and community. I’m going 
to send to Congress a flextime initiative that 
will give employees this choice: If you work 
overtime you can be paid time and a half, 
just as you are now and just as the law re- 
quires. But if you want, you can take that 
payment in time; and for every hour you 
work overtime, you can take off an hour and 
a half. In this sense, the proposal is fun- 
damental to redefining work time. Workers 
can put in time and get money, or they can 
put in time and get time. You can choose 
money in the bank or time on the clock. 

It’s important that this be a choice for em- 
ployees. I should say that most employers in 
America would like this option. And there’s 
a lot of support among employers for giving 
this kind of option. But it’s also important 
how it’s designed, because it will only work 
as a family-friendly decision if there’s a genu- 
ine partnership, which means, to go back to 
what our friend from Saturn says, this is a 
case where the employee has to make the 
decision. And that’s very important. There 
must be complete freedom to choose. If 
you're required to work overtime in your job 
or you're given the chance to work overtime, 
then you, the employee, must get the choice 
of whether to take the overtime in money 
or time. Otherwise it could simply open the 
door wide for abuse of the overtime laws, 
so that families that need the overtime in- 
come could fail behind. But if it is honestly 
administered and fairly given to the em- 
ployee, think what a difference it could make 
in critical family situations. 

Now, this is a case where more than any- 
thing else I think we have to change the cul- 
ture. But we have to write strong protections 
into the law. And if you have any doubt, just 
look at the front page of the Wall Street Jour- 
nal today, which talks about, in contrast to 
these companies, the widespread abuse of 
the overtime laws and how a lot of people 
are entitled to it and can’t get it. So we'll 
have to write this law in a way that protects 
the employees. Otherwise, we'll have even 
more of what is already a problem that is 
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bigger than the Labor Department can man- 
age with its present resources. 

But I believe it’s important. We have got 
to develop flextime proposals that recognize 
that Americans have priorities at home as 
well as at work. But if we do this, if we give 
people the opportunity to earn overtime and 
then take it in cash or time at their discretion 
and if we pass family leave II so that people 
can do some ordinary work that is profoundly 
important over the life of their children or 
their families as well as deal with the emer- 
gencies, I believe this will be a stronger coun- 
try. I believe we will have a stronger econ- 
omy. I know we will have stronger children 
in stronger families. And that is the most im- 
portant thing of all. 

So let me say again, I’m very grateful to 
Al and Tipper Gore for doing this. It means 
a lot to Hillary and me just to know that 
they’re our friends and our partners and that 
they share our values about this. There is 
nothing more important, I will say again, than 
doing a good job of raising our kids. I still 
think I did the right thing, even though I 
have lost some valued employees, in telling 
every one of them to leave if they ever 
thought their responsibilities at home were 
threatened. 

The Talmud says: Every blade of grass has 
its angel that bends over it and whispers, 
“grow, grow.” Our children are those blades 
of grass, and we must be their better angels. 


Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Norte: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in Polk 
Theater at the Tennessee Performing Arts Center 
to participants in Family Re-Union V: Balancing 
Work and Families Conference. In his remarks, 
he referred to Martha Farrell Erickson and Rep- 
resentative Bill Purcell, house majority leader, 
Tennessee State Legislature, co-sponsors of the 
conference; Speaker of the House Jimmy Naifeh; 
Lt. Gov. John Wilder and Attorney General 
Charles Burson of Tennessee; Attorney General 
Hubert H. Humphrey III of Minnesota; and 
Vance Opperman, president, West Publishing Co. 


Statement on the Retirement of 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
June 24, 1996 


The world stood in awe as South Africa 
overcame apartheid to take its place as a 
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global leader and inspiration to mankind. 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu epitomizes the 

rocess of triumphant, democratic trans- 
barmetion. A leader in both struggle and rec- 
onciliation, Archbishop Tutu reminds us that 
the search for justice begins in the heart. His 
appeal to conscience brought out the best 
in all South Africans, and his leadership 
leaves a legacy of decency and spiritual re- 
newal. On behalf of the American people, 
I extend this heartfelt tribute to Archbishop 
Tutu as a token of our profound respect and 
lasting admiration. 


Note: This statement is text of a message sent 
by the President to the retirement ceremony for 
Archbishop Tutu in South Africa. 


Proclamation 6905—Centers for 


Disease Control and Prevention Day, 
1996 


June 24, 1996 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


This year, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) celebrates 50 years 
of service to our Nation and to people around 
the world. Created from a small organization 
whose mission was to combat the spread of 
malaria among our troops during World War 
II, the CDC has become our first line of de- 
fense against disease, injury, and disability. 

The CDC’s history boasts a number of no- 
table achievements, including its key role in 
the eradication of smallpox and the discovery 
of the causes of Legionnaire’s disease and 
toxic shock syndrome. The agency has also 
led efforts to control and prevent polio and 
other vaccine-preventable diseases, breast 
and cervical cancer, lead poisoning, tuber- 
culosis, and AIDS. Recently, the CDC has 
been a leader in the global efforts to fight 
emerging infectious illnesses by investigating 
and containing diseases such as the outbreak 
of plague in India and the Ebola outbreak 
in Africa. 

The CDC’s innovative programs also ad- 
dress our national challenges of chronic dis- 
ease, workplace and environmental hazards, 
injuries, birth defects, disabilities, and new 
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infectious threats. In addition, the agency 
gathers and analyzes scientific data to better 
monitor public health, provide a solid foun- 
dation for decision-making, and detect risk 
factors. 

While technology and medical progress 
have worked man. for many, such ad- 
vances are not always available or practicable. 
The CDC’s prevention efforts are essential 
if we are to ensure that all Americans can 
live in safe, healthy communities. By immu- 
nizing our children, exercising regularly, and 
making other healthy choices, each of us can 
join the CDC’s efforts to build a brighter fu- 
ture and a stronger Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim July 1, 1996, as 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Day. I call upon all the people of the United 
States to join me in observing this tribute 
to the CDC, to recognize the need for pre- 
ventive health measures, and to strive 
throughout the year to realize the CDC’s vi- 
sion: Healthy people in a healthy world— 
through prevention. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fourth day of June, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and twentieth. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., June 25, 1996] 


NoTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on June 26. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting Budget Deferrals 
June 24, 1996 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Congressional 
Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 
1974, I herewith report one revised deferral 
of budgetary resources, totaling $7.4 million. 
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The deferral affects the Social Security Ad- 
ministration. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
June 24, 1996. 


Remarks at a Democratic National 
Committee Reception in New York 
City 

June 24, 1996 


Thank you very much. I want to—I sort 
of want to quit while I’m ahead. [Laughter] 
I've had a wonderful time. Thank you, 
Wynton Marsalis, and thank you, all you mu- 
sicians. You were magnificent. Mr. Marsalis, 
you know, is probably the only great musician 
today who has basically saline Naincalt a ge- 
nius at both classical and jazz music. And he’s 
a great American treasure. I’m honored to 
have his support and to have him here to- 
night. Thank you very much. 

Thank you, Senator Moynihan. I never fail 
to learn something from Senator Moynihan. 
And shoot, I didn’t know that no other Presi- 
dent had a long economic expansion with 
very low unemployment and high inflation. 
I knew it was the best in 27 years; I didn’t 
know it never happened before. [Laughter] 
They accuse me of overstatement. [Laugh- 
ter] Senator Moynihan’s my dictionary of es- 
tablished truth and fact in America. We have 
been understating the economic achieve- 
ments of this administration. Thank you very 
much. 

I always love being with Al Franken, but 
when I close my eyes I sometimes think 
that—I have this eerie experience that I’m 
on the same stage with Al D’Amato. [Laugh- 
ter] He sounds more like Senator D’Amato 
than Senator D’Amato. [Laughter] You 
know, when Al got up here—I never know 
what he’s going to say; that makes two of 
us. [Laughter] He made that crack about the 
White House not making any mistakes. I 
thought to myself, we’re about to see one 
unfold right here on the podium. [Laughter] 
But if you haven't read his book, you ought 
to read it. It’s shameless for me to say, but 
it’s a good book for our side. If you read Al 
Franken’s book and James Carville’s book, 
“We're Right and They’re Wrong,” you know 


1129 


all you need to know to take you all the way 
to November. They'll get you through there. 

I'd like to just take a few moments to speak 
somewhat seriously about this election. I 
have to speak seriously. I used to be funny, 
and they told me it wasn’t Presidential. So 
I had to stop. The other day I was at one 
of these—an event rather like this, and there 
was a young boy there who was 10 years old. 
His father brought him. And this young man 
walked up and shook my hand. And just as 
mature as you please, he said, “Mr. Presi- 
dent, I imagine once you become President 
it’s rather difficult to find a joke you can tell 
in public, isn’t it?” [Laughter] Didn’t crack 
a smile, dead serious. I said, “Well, now that 
you mention it, it is.” He said, “Well, I've 
got one for you.” He said, “Do you want to 
hear it?” I said, “Sure.” He said, “Being 
President with this Congress is like standing 
in the middle of a cemetery. There’s a lot 
of people under you, but nobody is listen- 
ing.” [Laughter] He is now the youngest 
member of the White House speechwriting 
staff, and he’s cranking them out every day. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I'd like to ask you 
to think back just a moment to where we 
were 4 years ago, how we felt and where we 
were. The country was drifting. We had been 
in the midst of a long recession. Unemploy- 
ment was high. We had the slowest job 
growth since the Great Depression. And we 
seemed to be coming apart as a people. I 
mean, look around this room. Our country 
is a place of fabulous diversity, and it’s an 
enormous asset for us as we move into the 
global society if we figure out how to manage 
it. But if we don’t manage it, you can see 
the consequences of people not getting along 
all over the world, can’t you? Every place 
in the world, virtually, where there’s a signifi- 
cant conflict today, it’s based on race or eth- 
nicity or religion or some combination of all 
of them, where people insist on defining 
themselves by who they aren’t, instead of 
who they are. 

And so all these things concern me greatly. 
And I got into the race for President because 
I felt that we needed to go full steam into 
the 21st century with three things clearly in 
mind: That we ought to keep the American 
dream alive for every person willing to work 
for it. That we ought to be a country that 
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is coming together, not being driven apart; 
we ought to stop using political campaigns 
for cheap ways to divide us one from the 
other, but we ought to keep coming together. 
And we ought to maintain the leadership of 
the United States as the world’s strongest 
force for peace and freedom and prosperity. 
And at the end of the cold war no one else 
can play those roles. 

And so when I was elected with this vision, 
I thought that the way to do it was to use 
the power of Government not to guarantee 
results but to try to make sure we gave peo- 
ple the tools they needed to make the most 
of their own lives if they were willing to be 
good, responsible citizens; and to look for 
ways to keep drawing us together, pushing 
us forward, and maintaining our leadership. 

Now, you've heard a little about that, but 
as we go into this election season it seems 
to me there are three central arguments for 
the case we have to make. Number one, we 
came into this job with a plan, it was exe- 
cuted, the results were good, and the other 
side fought us every step of the way. Number 
two, you don’t have to guess in this election, 
unlike most. You know what I'll do, and you 
know what they'll do. They already did it 
once; I just stopped them with a veto pen. 
If there's no veto pen, they'll just do what 
they tried to do in 1995. And number three, 
and most important of all, we are better off 
than we were 4 years ago, but we can’t say 
that our problems are solved, that we don’t 
still have challenges. This country’s transition 
to the 21st century, to the new economy, to 
the new world we're living in is a work in 
progress. And we need to do much more. 

And just let me take those three things 
each in turn. It was clear to me that we need- 
ed a new approach to economic opportunity 
that avoided this dichotomy about whether 
the Government could create a recovery or 
was the problem and had to get out of the 
way. What we tried to do was to reduce the 
deficit; to expand trade dramatically; to con- 
tinue to invest in education, technology, re- 
search, and the environment; and to do those 
things that would help us to support those 
places that had been left behind and people 
that had been left behind. 

So we lowered taxes for 15 million working 
families because we didn’t want them to fall 


June 24 / Administration of Witliam J]. Clinton, 1996 


back into welfare. We said, if you work 40 
hours a week, you have children in the home, 
you ought to be lifted out of poverty by the 
Tax Code, not put in it. And we had an 
empowerment zone concept for places like 
the distressed area of New York City that 
got one to encourage people to invest private 
capital to put people back to work. 

Now, you heard the economic results. It’s 
important to emphasize that this program did 
not receive a single vote from the other side 
and that the leaders of the House and the 
Senate in the Republican Party fought it all 
the way. They said it would bring on a reces- 
sion. They said it wouldn’t reduce the deficit. 
John Kasich, the budget chairman from 
Ohio, said, “If this program were to work, 
I'd have to become a Democrat.” I’m saving 
a seat for him at the Chicago convention this 
year. [Laughter] 

So that’s very important, because 9.7 mil- 
lion new jobs is nothing to denigrate. To em- 
phasize what Senator Moynihan said, I’m 
about to leave in a couple days to go to 
France for the annual meeting of the seven 
big industrial powers of the world. In the last 
3% years, those 7 nations have, in total, cre- 
ated 10 million new jobs, 9.7 million of them 
in the United States of America, a quarter 
of a million in New York State where the 
unemployment rate has gone down by 2 per- 
cent. 

We tried to take a serious approach to 
crime, to do what was already working in 
New York City and to try to accelerate it, 
100,000 more community police, the assault 
weapons ban, the Brady ih aneaaiten pro- 
grams. And by the way, the Brady bill has 
now kept 60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalk- 
ers from getting handguns. It was the right 
thing to do, and it is working in this country. 

And Senator Moynihan will remember, 
there was bitter opposition from the leader- 
ship of the other party, primarily in the Sen- 
ate where they tried to kill this crime bill 
with a filibuster. They tried to keep it from 
happening. They said it would never work. 
It was a waste of money. It wouldn’t lower 
the crime rate. We’re about to have the 4th 
year in a row where the crime rate in Amer- 
ica is going down, led by big drops in our 
big cities like New York, where there’s been 
an intelligent application of police resources 
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in the right way doing other things that work. 
Don’t let anybody tell you that we cannot 
do much, much better with the crime prob- 
lem. But the strategy is working; we need 
to build on it. And don’t forget, we did it 
with the opposition of the leadership of the 
other party, and it was bitter and strong. We 
were right, and they were wrong. 

Let me just mention one other area, the 
sort of buzz word area now in Washington: 
welfare reform. To hear them talk about it, 
you'd think they discovered it. Senator Moy- 
nihan discovered the welfare problem three 
decades ago, and I’ve had the privilege of 
starting to work with him on it about a dec- 
ade ago. In 1988, the Congress gave the 
President the authority to let States experi- 
ment to move people from welfare to work. 
While they've been talking about welfare re- 
form, we've approved 62 of those experi- 
ments for 40 of the 50 States. More than 
three-quarters of the American people on 
welfare are already under welfare reform 
where they have to try to move to work. And 
there are 1.3 million fewer people on welfare 
today than there were the day I became 
President. And we didn’t have to punish im- 
migrant kids to get there. We did the right 
thing. 

They say, “Well, President Clinton doesn’t 
care about welfare reform; he vetoed our 
bill.” I did veto their bill. I vetoed their bill 
because it was tough on children and weak 
on work. I don’t have any problem, none of 
us do, with requiring people to move from 
welfare to work, but you don’t want to hurt 
the kids. They should have child care. They 
should have health care. And there has to 
be a job there if you're just going to cut peo- 
ple off. So that’s what I believe very strongly. 
That’s what we need to do. 

There’s been a lot of talk for years in 
Washington, justifiably, about family values. 
People are concerned about the stresses fam- 
ilies feel. But we tried to do something about 
it. The family and medical leave law—12 mil- 
lion American families have now benefited 
when they had a sick child, a sick parent, 
or a newborn, from the family and medical 
leave law, and the leadership of the other 
party fought us on it. 

And if you look at all the family initia- 
tives—requiring the V-chip and the voluntary 
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rating system that Hollywood is developing 
for television to help parents with young chil- 
dren; the initiative to try to discourage the 
advertising and dissemination of cigarettes to 
young people, which is illegal in every State 
in the country, but 3,000 kids a day start to 
smoke, 1,000 will die early because of it. It’s 
the big health problem of the country. In 
each of these three cases we tried to do 
something to promote and strengthen the 
family in America; the leadership of the other 
party fought us. We were right; they were 
wrong. We need to keep going in this direc- 
tion. This is very important to the United 
States. 

The next point I'd like to make is—I just 
want to say it one more time—you don’t have 
to guess about this election. Every election 
there’s a little bit of guesswork. You know, 
when I was running in "92 I knew a lot of 
the Members of Congress—they looked at 
me. I'd never served in Congress before. 
Some of them probably barely knew where 
my home State was on the map. We only 
had six electoral votes. It was a guess; they 
took a chance. The American people took a 
chance on me. The people of New York took 
a chance on me. I’m grateful for that. 

But now you don’t have to guess. You have 
two known quantities, two known programs. 
You know what I'll do, and you know what 
they'll do. They already did it. Like I said, 
I just stopped them with a veto pen. So you 
take the veto away, the budget I vetoed will 
be law within 6 months. The antienviron- 
mental measures will be law within 6 months. 
The end of the commitment to put 100,000 
police on the street will be law within 6 
months. The abolition of the national service 
program, AmeriCorps, which has given—by 
the end of next year, will have given 96,000— 
or 69,000, excuse me—young people a 
chance to earn college credit by serving their 
communities and helping people solve prob- 
lems at the grassroots level—it will be gone 
within 6 months. 

So you don’t have to guess. And that’s real- 
ly good. Do we have to do something about 
the entitlements problem? You bet we do. 
Do we have to balance the budget in a way 
that keeps the budget balanced in the short 
run and in the long run controls health care 
costs? Of course we do. That does not mean 
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we have to turn Medicare into a second-class 
citizen and have two classes of Medicare. It 
does not mean we have to remove Medicaid’s 
guarantee to children with disabilities in mid- 
dle class families that would go broke if they 
didn’t have Medicaid help or people in nurs- 
ing homes or poor children or their pregnant 
mothers. It does not mean that. It does not 
mean to balance the budget you have to cut 
education spending when education is more 
important than any time in history. And it 
certainly doesn’t mean that you have to wreck 
the environment. So we should remove the 
guesswork of this, and don’t let the people 
of New York or any of your friends or family 
members anywhere in the country pretend 
that the future will be anything other than 
you know what the roadmap is. 

They passed their program once, and we 
stopped them. If there is no veto pen and 
they keep the Congress and have the White 
House, you don’t have to guess what they'll 
do. You know what I'll do. You know what 
they'll do. Hallelujah, we know. Let’s show 
up and make our voice heard and stand up 
for that. 

But let me also say, as you go toward the 
21st century, there is more to do. There is 
more to do. One of the things that our econ- 
omy has finally begun to do, we've finally 
begun to see average wages go up for the 
first time in 10 years. And that’s very encour- 
aging. But there’s still a lot of inequality in 
this country. The only way to deal with it 
is to give people the tools they need to lift 
themselves through education. 

If we are returned to office, our adminis- 
tration, working with the Congress, will finish 
our commitment to hook up every classroom 
and library in this country to the Internet 
by the year 2000, to democratize educational 
opportunities all across America. If we're re- 
turned to office, I will do everything I can 
to see that we are very prudent in budgeting 
but we do give people a tax cut for the cost 
of college tuition and we give a tax credit 
to guarantee access to community college to 
every American citizen. Everybody should 
have 2 more years of education after high 
school. It should become universal. 

I will do what I can to make health care 
available and affordable so that people don’t 


lose it when they lose their jobs or when 
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someone in their family has been sick, to pro- 
vide for access to retirement for all these 
people that are going into small businesses 
now and are having a terrible time getting 
it, to do what I can to extend the effort to 
make people able to succeed at home and 
at work. 

Today in Nashville, Tennessee, at the Vice 
President and Mrs. Gore’s annual family con- 
ference, I proposed that we enact a family 
leave law II. Today, the family leave law ap- 
plies to people when there’s a genuine medi- 
cal emergency for a parent or a child or an 
immediate family member or when there’s 
a baby born. I think it should be extended 
for up to 24 hours a year for routine medical 
visits with a parent or a child and for going 
to school to a child’s teacher-parent con- 
ference. I think people ought to be able to 
go to school and see how their kids are doing 
in school and see their teachers. These are 
basic things that will enable the working fam- 
ilies of this country to succeed at home and 
not to have to choose between being parents 
and being successful employees. These are 
the kinds of things I think we have to do. 
I also proposed today a way to give workers 
more option to have flexible time, to convert 
their overtime into cash or into time at their 
own choice, if it helps them with their fami- 
lies, but in ways that also gives greater pro- 
tections to the overtime of working people. 

These are the kinds of things we ought 
to be thinking about. And there are a lot of 
other issues we have to face. We've got to 
do something about all these toxic waste 
dumps. The present Congress is not permit- 
ting us to go clean them up. We need to 
do it. We need a comprehensive nuclear test 
ban treaty. We need to continue the fight 
against terrorism. We've got important legis- 
lation in the Congress today which will en- 
able us to take a stronger stand against Iran 
which is very important. We've got a lot of 
things out there. And what I want you to 
do is to go out in this next 4 months and 
3 weeks and say to people, “Hey, this is an 
important election.” 

In 92, remember what the thing was? Are 
we going to have change, or are we going 
to have the status quo? The good news in 
this election is there is no status quo option. 
The bad news is, from my point of view, is 
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one of the change options is not very attrac- 
tive. You know, their argument is that Gov- 
ernment is the probiem. If you just get it 
out of the way, everything will be fine. If 
you were just on your own, left to the tender 
mercies of the global economy, to float out 
there in cyberspace, you’d do great. 

I believe no great nation has ever done 
well without giving more and more people 
the opportunities to succeed if they're willing 
to be responsible for it. I believe we cannot 
do well unless we have a commitment as a 
nation to coming together across the lines 
that divide us, instead of allowing ourselves 
to become more divided. And I know we can- 
not do well unless we’re continuing to stand 
up for peace and freedom and decency 
around the world. I believe these things. So 
you get to decide which road we’re going to 
walk into the 21st century. 

And I'll just leave you with this image. In 
the last 2 weeks my life and Hillary’s life and 
Al and Tipper and all of our administration, 
they've sort of been dominated by flames— 
that and conversations with Eleanor. [Laugh- 
ter] But I want you to think about—vwell, at 
least she’s from New York, you ought to draw 
some pleasure from that. [Laughter] I want 
you to think about this, because this is what 
we've done the last 2 weeks. We've worried 
about church burnings, and we've celebrated 
the Olympics. You saw it. I mean, I went 
down to South Carolina to dedicate a little 
church. It was way down a country road. The 
church gets burned down; they rebuild it a 
mile away. I really identify with that. My 
great-grandparents are buried 5 or 6 miles 
down a country road in Arkansas in a little 
country churchyard almost exactly the size— 
the church is almost exactly the size of that 
little church that burned down I saw in South 
Carolina. And I would be ripped out of my 
mind with anger if anybody had burned that 
little church down where my great-grand- 
parents, with whom I often stayed as a little 
child, are buried. 

We've had a tripling of church burnings 
in the last year and a half, a lot of synagogues 
desecrated, two or three Islamic centers 
burned. And even, believe it or not, there’s 
been a big uptick in the burning of white 
churches, although not nearly as many have 
been burned as African-American churches. 
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And I don’t think it’s a conspiracy. But I 
think it manifests in the extreme behavior 
of some people a trend in the society to be- 
come more intolerant of people who are dif- 
ferent from us and to believe that people who 
are really different from us are sort of sub- 
human and it’s okay to do just about whatever 
you want. I mean, after all, this country got 
started by people looking for religious liberty. 
It is the first amendment. The idea of dese- 
crating a church, a synagogue, a mosque, a 
Hindu temple, any religious institution in 
America, violates the core of what it means 
to be an American. And it can only be done 
by people who really believe that the people 
they’re burning out are basically lower than 
they are in the human food chain. 

On the other hand, we welcomed the 
Olympic torch to the White House, where 
it burned overnight and then left the next 
morning. The Olympic torch was carried by 
thousands and thousands of Americans of all 
races and ages and walks of life, the able, 
the disabled. And they were all picked for 
one reason. Every one of them had one thing 
in common: They were good citizens of this 
country; they represented the best of this 
country. 

In Nevada, a 74-year-old woman, who took 
100 children who had been abandoned by 
their own parents into her home, carried that 
torch for a kilometer. When the torch came 
into the White House, it was carried first by 
a Catholic nun who devoted her life to serv- 
ing the poor and the disadvantaged, and then 
by the first deaf president of America’s deaf 
university, Gallaudet University in Washing- 
ton, Dr. I. King Jordan, who, just a few days 
after he delivered the Olympic torch to me 
at the age of—I think he’s 56 or 58—was 
going to run a 100-mile race. 

The next morning we sent the Olympic 
torch on its way to Atlanta, first with a man 
named Lang Brown and 12 children. He’s 
African-American, but these children were 
African-American, Hispanic, and white, all 
troubled kids, all had really had difficult lives. 
This man is devoting his life to rescuing them 
one by one. He gave the torch to me, and 
I gave it to Carla McGhee, a woman who 
is on our Olympic basketball team. She was 
recruited for the University of Tennessee, 
was in a terrible wreck, was almost dead, her 
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body was broken and destroyed. And her will 
was so strong to come back that she wound 
up, against all medical predictions, returning 
to her team and helping it to win a national 
championship. 

Now, you've got to figure out which torch 
America’s going to be identified with. So I 
leave you with that. I think this is the country 
of the Olympic torch where citizens who are 
real citizens are the heroes of America. I be- 
lieve that the 21st century will give the young 
me in this audience more possibilities to 
ive out their dreams than any time in human 
history. But we have to make the right deci- 
sions. More opportunity for people who are 
responsible, a , reas commitment to bring- 
ing our people together, an understanding 
that we have to continue to stick up for peace 
and freedom in the world, those are the deci- 
sions I ask you to make sure we make in 
November. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:37 p.m. at the 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel. In his remarks, he referred 
to comedian Al Franken. A portion of these re- 
marks could not be verified because the tape was 
incomplete. 


Remarks Announcing Support for a 
Constitutional Amendment on 
Victims Rights 

June 25, 1996 


Good morning, ladies and gentlemen, and 
let me thank you all for being here. Thank 
you, Senator Kyl and Senator Feinstein, for 
your ground-breaking work here. Thank you, 
Senator Exon; my longtime friend Senator 
Heflin. Thank you, Congressman Frost, Con- 
gressman Stupak, Congressman Orton. 

I thank all the representatives here of the 
victims community, the law enforcement 
community. I thank the Attorney General 
and John Schmidt and Aileen Adams and 
Bonnie Campbell for doing such a fine job 
at the Justice Department on all criminal jus- 
tice issues. I thank the Vice President and, 
especially, I want to thank Roberta Roper 
and the other members of the National 
Movement for Victims’ Advocacy. Mr. 
Roper, thank you for coming. Thank you, 
John and Pat Byron; thank you, Mark Klaas; 
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and thank you, Pam McClain. And especially, 
John Walsh, thank you for spending all of 
these years to bring these issues to America’s 
attention. Thank you, sir. 

I'd also like to say a special word of thanks 
to the person who did more than any other 
person in the United States to talk me 
through all the legal and practical matters 
that have to be resolved in order for the 
President to advocate amending our Con- 
stitution: former prosecutor and a former col- 
league of mine, Governor Bob Miller of Ne- 
vada. Thank you, sir, for your work here. 

For years, we have worked to make our 
criminal justice system more effective, more 
fair, more even-handed, more vigilant in the 
protection of the innocent. Today, the system 
bends over backwards to protect those who 
may be innocent, and that is as it should be. 
But it too often ignores the millions and mil- 
lions of people who are completely innocent 
because they’re victims, and that is wrong. 
That is what we are trying to correct today. 

When someone is a victim, he or she 
should be at the center of the criminal justice 
process, not on the outside looking in. Par- 
ticipation in all forms of government is the 
essence of democracy. Victims should be 
guaranteed the right to participate in pro- 
ceedings related to crimes committed against 
them. People accused of crimes have explicit 
constitutional rights. Ordinary citizens have 
a constitutional right to participate in crimi- 
nal trials by serving on a jury. The press has 
a constitutional right to attend trials. All of 
this is as it should be. It is only the victims 
of crime who have no constitutional right to 
participate, and that is not the way it should 
be 


Having carefully studied all the alter- 
natives, | am now convinced that the only 
way to fully safeguard the rights of victims 
in America is to amend our Constitution and 
guarantee these basic rights: to be told about 
public court proceedings and to attend them; 
to make a statement to the court about bail, 
about sentencing, about accepting a plea if 
the victim is present; to be told about parole 
hearings to attend and to speak; notice when 
the defendant or convict escapes or is re- 
leased; restitution from the defendant; rea- 
sonable protection from the defendant; and 
notice of these rights. 
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If you have ever been a victim of a violent 
crime—it probably wouldn’t even occur to 
you that these rights could be denied if 
you've never been a victim. But actually, it 
happens time and time again. It happens in 
spite of the fact that the victims’ rights move- 
ment in America has been an active force 
for about 20 years now. 

The wife of a murdered State trooper in 
Maryland is left crying outside the courtroom 
for the entire trial of her husband’s killers, 
because the defense subpoenaed her as a wit- 
ness just to keep her out and never even 
called her. A rape victim in Florida isn’t noti- 
fied when her rapist is released on parole. 
He finds her and kills her. 

Last year in New Jersey, 8-year-old Jakiyah 
McClain was sexually assaulted and brutally 
murdered. She had gone to visit a friend and 
never came home. Police found her in the 
closet of an abandoned apartment; now, her 
mother wants to use a New Jersey law that 
gives the murder victims’ survivors the right 
to address a jury deciding on the death pen- 
alty. She wants the jury to know more about 
this fine young girl than the crime scene re- 
ports. She wants them to know that Jakiyah 
was accepted into a school for gifted children 
the day before she died. But a New Jersey 
judge decided she can’t testify even though 
the State law gave her the right to do so. 
He ruled that the defendant’s constitutional 
right to a fair trial required him to strike the 
law down. 

Well, Jakiyah’s mother had the courage to 
overcome her pain to be with us today. We 
have to change this for her and for other vic- 
tims in America. Thank you, and God bless 

u. 

The only way to give victims equal and due 
consideration is to amend the Constitution. 
For nearly 20 years I have been involved in 
the fight for victims’ rights since I was attor- 
ney general in my home State. We passed 
laws then to guarantee victims’ rights to at- 
tend trials and to get restitutions and later 
to get notice and to participate in parole 
hearings. Over all those years, I learned what 
every victim of crime knows too well: As long 
as the rights of the accused are protected 
but the rights of victims are not, time and 
again, the victims will lose. 
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When a judge balances defendants’ rights 
in the Federal Constitution against victims’ 
rights in a statute or a State constitution, the 
defendants’ rights almost always prevail. 
That’s just how the law works today. We want 
to level the playing field. This is not about 
depriving people accused of crimes of their 
legitimate rights, including the presumption 
of innocence; this is about simple fairness. 
When a judge balances the rights of the ac- 
cused and the rights of the victim, we want 
the rights of the victim to get equal weight. 
When a plea bargain is anual in public, 
a criminal is sentenced, a defendant is let 
out on bail, the victim ought to know about 
it and ought to have a say. 

I want to work with the congressional lead- 
ership, the House and Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittees, including Senators Kyl and Feinstein 
and Chairman Hyde and law enforcement of- 
ficials, to craft the best possible amendment. 
It should guarantee victims’ rights in every 
court in the land, Federal, State, juvenile, 
and military. It should be self-executing so 
that it takes effect as soon as it’s ratified with- 
out additional legislation. Congress will take 
responsibility to enforce victims’ rights in 
Federal courts, and the States will keep re- 
sponsibility to enforce them in State courts, 
but we need the amendment. 

I also want to say, just before I go forward, 
again I want to thank Senators Kyl and Fein- 
stein and the others who have approached 
this in a totally bipartisan manner. This is 
a cause for all Americans. When people are 
victimized, the criminal almost never asks be- 
fore you're robbed or beaten or raped or 
murdered: Are you a Republican or a Demo- 
crat? This is a matter of national security just 
as much as the national security issues be- 
yond our borders on which we try to achieve 
a bipartisan consensus. And I applaud the 
nonpolitical and patriotic way in which this 
manner has been approached in the Con- 
gress, just like it’s approached every a 
the country, and we ought to do our best 
to keep it that way. 

We know that there can be, with any 
effort, unforeseen consequences. We think 
we know what they would likely be, and we 
believe we know how to guard against them. 
We certainly don’t want to make it harder 
for prosecutors to convict violent criminals. 
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We sure don’t want to give criminals like 
gang members, who may be victims of their 
associates, any way to take advantage of these 
rights just to slow the criminal justice process 


We want to protect victims, not acciden- 
tally help criminals. But we can solve these 
problems. The problems are not an excuse 
for inaction. We still have to go forward. 

Of course, amending the Constitution can 
take a long time. It may take years. And while 
we work to amend it, we must do everything 
in our power to enhance the protection of 
victims’ rights now. Today I’m directing the 
Attorney General to hold the Federal system 
to a higher standard than ever before, to 
guarantee maximum participation by victims 
under existing law and to review existing leg- 
islation to see what further changes we ought 
to make. 

I'll give you an example. There ought to 
be, I believe, in every law, Federal and State, 
a protection for victims who participate in 
the criminal justice process not to be dis- 
criminated against on the job because they 
have to take time off. That protection today 
is accorded to jury members; it certainly 
ought to extend to people who are victims 
who need to be in the criminal justice proc- 
ess. And we shouldn’t wait for that kind of 
thing to be done. 

I want investigators and prosecutors to 
take the strongest steps to include victims. 
I want work to begin immediately to launch 
a computerized system so victims get infor- 
mation about new developments in a case, 
in changes in the status or the location of 
a defendant or a convict. 

I do not support amending the Constitu- 
tion lightly. It is sacred. It should be changed 
only with great caution and after much con- 
sideration. But I reject the idea that it should 
never be changed. Change it lightly, and you 
risk its distinction. But never change it, and 
you risk its vitality. 

I have supported the goals of many con- 
stitutional amendments since I took office, 
but in each amendment that has been pro- 
posed during my tenure as President, I have 
opposed the amendment either because it 
was not appropriate or not necessary. But this 
is different. I want to balance the budget, 
for example, but the Constitution already 
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gives us the power to do that. What we need 
is the will and to work together to do that. 
I want young people to be able to express 
their religious convictions in an appropriate 
manner wherever they are, even in a school, 
but the Constitution protects people’s rights 
to express their faith. 

But this is different. This is not an attempt 
to put legislative responsibilities in the Con- 
stitution or to guarantee a right that is already 
guaranteed. Amending the Constitution here 
is simply the only way to guarantee that vic- 
tims’ rights are weighted equally with de- 
fendants’ rights in every courtroom in Amer- 
ica. 

Two hundred twenty years ago, our 
Founding Fathers were concerned, justifi- 
ably, that Government never, never trample 
on the rights of people just because they are 
accused of a crime. Today, it’s time for us 
to make sure that while we continue to pro- 
tect the rights of the accused, Government 
does not trample on the rights of the victims. 

Until these rights are also enshrined in our 
Constitution, the people who have been hurt 
most by crime will continue to be denied 
equal justice under law. That’s what this 
country is really all about, equal justice under 
law. And crime victims deserve that as much 
as any group of citizens in the United States 
ever will. 

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless 


America. 


Norte: The President spoke at 12:11 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to the following parents who lost chil- 
dren in violent attacks: Roberta and Vincent 
Roper; John and Pat Byron; Mark Klaas; Pam 
McClain; and John Walsh. 


Remarks on the Terrorist Attack in 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 


June 25, 1996 


An explosion occurred this afternoon at 
the United States military housing complex 
near Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. 

Our best information at this time is that 
there are many injured. There have been fa- 
talities. We do not yet know how many. The 
explosion appears to be the work of terrorists, 
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and if that is the case, like all Americans, 
I am outraged by it. 

The cowards who committed this mur- 
derous act must not go unpunished. Within 
a few hours, an FBI team will be on its way 
to Saudi Arabia to assist in the investigation. 
Our condolences and our prayers go out to 
the victims’ families and their friends. We're 
grateful for the professionalism shown by the 
Saudi authorities in their reaction to this 
emergency. We are ready to work with them 
to make sure those responsible are brought 
to justice. 

Let me say again, we will pursue this. 
America takes care of our own. Those who 
did it must not go unpunished. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6:22 p.m. in the 
Briefing Room at the White House. 


Memorandum on the Development 
of a National Sexual Offender 
Registration System 

June 25, 1996 


Memorandum for the Attorney General 


Subject: Development of a National Sexual 
Offender Registration System 


One of the most important duties of gov- 
ernment is to provide safety and protection 
for our children from sexual offenders. Sex 
crimes and sex offender recidivism present 
very real and substantial challenges to law 
enforcement in protecting vulnerable popu- 
lations and preventing crime. Law enforce- 
ment data show that, as a group, sex offend- 
ers are y ores more likely than other 
repeat offenders to commit additional sex 
crimes or other violent crimes, and that tend- 
ency persists over time. 

One of the most significant provisions in 
the “Violent Crime Control and Law En- 
forcement Act of 1994” (Crime Bill) was the 
Jacob Wetterling Crimes Against Children 
and Sexually Violent Offender Registration 
Act (Wetterling Act). It promotes the estab- 
lishment by States of effective registration 
systems for child molesters and other sexually 
violent offenders. 

In addition, I recently signed “Megan’s 
Law,” which builds upon the Crime Bill by 
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making community notification concerning 
registered sex offenders mandatory. Megan’s 
Law will require States to make public rel- 
evant information about child molesters and 
sexually violent offenders who are released 
from prison or placed on parole. 

Sex offender registration systems can 
greatly assist the investigation of sex crimes. 
In addition, creation of State-based registra- 
tion systems is crucial for enabling State law 
enforcement agencies to communicate with 
each other regarding sex offenders who cross 
State lines. When sex offenders move, the 
law should move with them. 

It is time to take the next step. That is 
why I am directing the Department of Justice 
to develop a plan for the implementation of 
a seer sexual predator and child molester 
registration system. This system should build 
upon the Wetterling Act—which is already 
establishing 50 separate sex offender reg- 
istration and notification systems—by com- 
bining this information into a national sys- 
tem. 

I want the Department to work with all 
50 States, the Congress, the Judiciary, and 
all appropriate Federal agencies on a p 
for such a system so that law enforcement 
officers at every level will have access to in- 
formation on all sexual offenders in the Unit- 
ed States and share this information with one 
another. 

Please report to me in writing by August 
20, 1996, on the specific steps you will take 
to develop this aden Thank you for all the 
work you and the Department have done to 
date, and for the work it will take to put this 
important piece in place. 


William J. Clinton 


Memorandum on the Combined 
Federal Campaign 


June 25, 1996 


Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 


Subject: 1996 Combined Federal Campaign 
of the National Capital Area 


I am delighted that the Secretary of the 
Treasury Robert E. Rubin has agreed to 
serve as the chair of the 1996 Combined 
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Federal Campaign of the National Capital 
Area. I ask you to support the campaign by 
personally chairing it in your Agency and ap- 
pointing a we official as your vice chair. 

The Combined Federal Campaign is an 
important way for Federal employees to sup- 
port thousands of worthy charities. This year 
our goal is to raise more than $38 million. 
Public servants not only contribute to the 
campaign, but assume leadership roles to en- 
sure its success. 

Your personal support and enthusiasm will 
help guarantee another successful campaign 
this year. 


Bill Clinton 


Norte: This memorandum was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on June 26. 


Remarks on Departure for the 
Group of Seven Summit and an 
Exchange With Reporters 

June 26, 1996 


Terrorist Attack in Saudi Arabia 


The President. Good morning. As I leave 
for the G-7 summit, which is the fourth of 
my Presidency, I want to say a few words 
about yesterday's outrageous attack on Amer- 
icans in Saudi Arabia. First, I ask every 
American to take a moment today to say a 
prayer for the victims and their families and 
to rededicate ourselves to the fight against 
terrorism. 

Let me now tell you what we know, what 
we do not know, and what we are doing about 
the attack. Here’s what we know about what 
happened: Saudi police were immediately 
suspicious of a truck which was parked out- 
side the security perimeter of our base. They 
alerted an American patrol and began to 
warn the occupants of nearby buildings. As 
our patrol approached the truck, two of its 
occupants fled, and shortly thereafter, the 
bomb exploded. No person or group has 
claimed responsibility for the attack yet, and 
we do not know who is responsible yet. 

As of this moment, 19 are confirmed dead, 
all Americans. Eighty people have been seri- 
ously wounded, including some non-Ameri- 
cans, and more than 200 people were treated 
for minor injuries. Secretary of State Chris- 
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topher will fly to Saudi Arabia today. Last 
night, I directed an FBI team of 40 experts, 
a. and forensic experts to go there 
to work with the Saudi Arabian authorities. 
We deeply appreciate the cooperation of the 
Saudi Government. 

Now as I head to Lyons, my first order 
of business will be to focus the strength and 
the energy of the G-7 on the continuing fight 
against terrorism. Let me be very clear: We 
will not rest in our efforts to find who is re- 
sponsible for this outrage, to pursue them, 
and to punish them. Anyone who attacks one 
American attacks every American, and we 
protect and defend our own. 

This attack underscores the struggle of all 
those who share tolerance and freedom and 
security. Our struggle at the end of the cold 
war is to deal with these new perils: the rogue 
states like Iran and Iraq; the smugglers who 
would poison our children with drugs; those 
who deal in sophisticated weapons or weap- 
ons of mass destruction, chemical, biological 
and nuclear; terrorists who strike not just in 
Saudi Arabia but in the subways of Tokyo, 
in the streets of London, in the Holy Land, 
and in America’s heartland; usually people 
in the paralyzing grip of religious, ethnic, and 
racial hatred. 

To meet these threats, last year the 
G-7 in Halifax and then at the United Na- 
tions General Assembly, the United States 
launched initiatives to fight international or- 
ganized crime, drug trafficking, nuclear 
smuggling, and terrorism. Now at Lyons, we 
expect to expand that work, and we expect 
to see very practical results, including a pack- 
age of 40 specific recommendations to com- 
bat terrorism. 

Defeating these organized forces of de- 
struction is one of the most important chal- 
lenges our country faces at the end of this 
century and the beginning of the next. The 
G-7 is primarily an economic group. We've 
worked hard to advance our economic secu- 
rity, and compared to 4 years ago, we're 
much better off. We know we still have a 
long way to go. But I will say to my partners 
there what I say to my fellow Americans 
today: We cannot have economic security in 
a global economy unless we can stand against 
these forces of terrorism. The United States 
will lead the way, and we expect our allies 
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to walk with us hand-in-hand. We cannot tol- 
erate this kind of conduct. 

Thank you. 

Q. Mr. President, in light of the possibility 
that the bombing was carried out by people 
who don’t want American and Western 
forces on Arab soil, do you feel the need to 
reaffirm the mission to the American people? 

The President. Well, first of all, I believe 
that the United States has been made very 
welcome there. We have tried not to be an 
obtrusive presence. We have worked in close 
partnership with the Saudis for a long time, 
since the Presidency of Franklin Roosevelt. 
And I think it would be a mistake for the 
United States to basically change its mission 
because of this. 

We are there at the invitation of the Saudi 
Government and in partnership with the 
Saudi Government. I am reluctant to com- 
ment on what the possible motives of this 
act are and whether it was directed primarily 
against us because we’re Americans or simply 
because we’re there in partnership with this 
government. 

I had a good talk with King Fahd yesterday 
who expressed his deep regret at our loss and 
his determination to find those responsible, 
and I believe that we should wait until we 
know who did this and what their motives 
were to say more. But I believe the United 
States mission in the Middle East is impor- 
tant, and it is supportive of countries that 
support the peace process, and I believe that 
we should continue on that mission. 

Q. Mr. President, will the FBI be able to 
conduct an independent investigation? 

Q. Are you going to Saudi Arabia, Mr. 
President? 

The President. On the question of going 
to Saudi Arabia, at this time I have no plans 
to do it. If we change our plans, I'll let you 
know. As I’m sure you know, I have been 
there since I've been President. My heart is 
there today and has been. It is difficult to 
think about anything else but our people in 
uniform there and especially those whose 
lives were lost and their families. But I do 
not want to be in the way of the attempt 
to take care of all of the people there and 
to get this investigation off to a good start. 
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If something happens that makes me think 
it’s appropriate for me to go, I will let you 
know at the earliest possible time. 

Thank you. 


Norte: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to King Fahd bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud 
of Saudi Arabia. 


Proclamation 6906—Victims of the 
Bombing in Saudi Arabia 
June 26, 1996 


By the President of the United States 
of América 


A Proclamation 


As a mark of respect for those killed in 
the June 25, 1996, bombing of the Military 
Housing Complex near Dhahran, Saudi Ara- 
bia, I hereby order, by the authority vested 
in me as President of the United States of 
America by section 175 of title 36 of the 
United States Code, that the flag of the Unit- 
ed States shall be flown at half-staff at the 
White House and upon all public buildings 
and grounds, at all military posts and naval 
stations, and on all naval vessels of the Fed- 
eral Government in the District of Columbia 
and throughout the United States and its 
Territories and possessions until sunset, Sun- 
day, June 30, 1996. I also direct that the flag 
shall be flown at half-staff for the same length 
of time at all United States embassies, lega- 
tions, consular offices, and other facilities 
abroad, including all military facilities and 
naval vessels and stations. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of June, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine- 
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen- 
tieth. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:32 a.m., June 27, 1996] 


Note: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on June 28.’ 
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Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Report on 
Aeronautics and Space 

June 26, 1996 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to transmit this report on the 
Nation’s achievements in aeronautics and 
space during fiscal year 1995, as required 
under section 206 of the National Aero- 
nautics and Space Act of 1958, as amended 
(42 U.S.C. 2476). Aeronautics and space ac- 
tivities involved 14 contributing departments 
and agencies of the Federal Government, 
and the results of their ongoing research and 
development affect the Nation in many ways. 

A wide variety of aeronautics and space 
developments took place during fiscal year 
1995. The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) successfully com- 
pleted seven Space Shuttle flights. A Shuttle 
program highlight was the docking of the 
Shuttle Atlantis with the Russian space sta- 
tion Mir. 

NASA launched three Expendable Launch 
Vehicles (ELV), while the Department of 
Defense (DOD) successfully conducted five 
ELV launches. These launches included sat- 
ellites to study space physics, track Earth’s 
weather patterns, and support military com- 
munications. In addition, there were 12 com- 
mercial launches carried out from Govern- 
ment facilities that the Office of Commercial 
Space Transportation (OCST), within the 
Department of Transportation (DOT), li- 
censed and monitored. 

NASA continued the search for a more af- 
fordable space launch system for the coming 
years with its Reusable Launch Vehicle pro- 
= NASA hopes to develop new kinds of 
aunch technologies that will enable a private 
launch industry to become financially fea- 
sible. 

In aeronautics, activities included develop- 
ment of technologies to improve perform- 
ance, increase safety, reduce engine noise, 
and assist U.S. industry to be more competi- 
tive in the world market. Air traffic control 
activities focused on various automation sys- 
tems to increase flight safety and enhance 
the efficient use of airspace. 

Scientists made some dramatic new dis- 
coveries in various space-related fields. As- 
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tronomers gained new insights into the size 
and age of our universe in addition to study- 
ing our solar system. Earth scientists contin- 
ued to study the complex interactions of 
physical forces that influence our weather 
and environment and reached new conclu- 
sions about ozone depletion. Agencies such 
as the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), as well as the Departments of Agri- 
culture and the Interior, used remote-sens- 
ing technologies to better understand terres- 
trial changes. Microgravity researchers con- 
ducted studies to prepare for the long-dura- 
tion stays of humans that are planned for the 
upcoming International Space Station. 

International cooperation, particularly 
with Russia, occurred in a variety of aero- 
s areas. In addition to the Shuttle-Mir 

jocking mission and the Russian partnership 

on the International Space Station, U.S. and 
Russian personnel also continued close co- 
operation on various aeronautics projects. 

Thus, fiscal year 1995 was a very successful 
one for U.S. aeronautics and space programs. 
Efforts in these areas have contributed sig- 
nificantly to the Nation’s scientific and tech- 
nical knowledge, international cooperation, a 
healthier environment, and a more competi- 
tive economy. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
June 26, 1996. 


Remarks to the Citizens of Perouges, 
France 


June 27, 1996 


Mayor de la Chapelle; Mayor Bussy; Pre- 
fect Ritter; to Mr. Mavereaux, the president 
of the local veterans association; to Henri 
Girousse; to all the World War II veterans 
who are here; to members of Parliament; es- 
pecially to the children and the teachers of 
Perouges and Meximievx; to my fellow 
Americans: Let me begin by saying that Hil- 
lary and I and our party are very, very pleased 
to be here in Perouges today, to be so warmly 
welcomed by you, and especially to be here 
with all the schoolchildren. Thank you very 
much. I would like to say a special word of 
thanks to the very large number of members 


of Parliament who are here and to the mili- 
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tary band for providing such excellent music 
today. 

Mayor de la Chapelle, I know that your 
ancestor, Pierre, fought in our Revolutionary 
War and even advised our first President, 
George Washington. So, Mr. Mayor, I’m glad 
to be here with you today, and I would be 
happy to have any advice you might have for 
me today. [Laughter] Thank you. 

Americans have been at home here since 
our soldiers trained together during World 
War I and our people fought together in the 
final days of World War II. I am glad to be 
here to renew our friendship with the people 
of Perouges, as we stand on the brink of a 
new century and an age of great possibility 
for the children who are here. 

As we drove from Lyons, Perouges rose 
in the distance, its great ramparts crowned 
by your beautiful church tower and tile roofs. 
Then we discovered the cobblestone streets, 
the narrow lanes, the hand-painted signs, the 
sundials, the drinking wells. The sense of 
timelessness is so strong in this beautiful 
place it is easy to forget the story of Perouges 
is also the story of change. Weavers, crafts- 
men, and farmers once made this town a 
great medieval trading center. A century ago, 
the railroads passed you by and people began 
to leave. But then artists, historians, and ordi- 
nary citizens worked with government to es- 
tablish a community as a historic monument. 
And ever since, the history you have pre- 
served here has brought people like me from 
all around the world and allowed this won- 
derful community to thrive. 

We should all learn from this lesson. Today 
the world we live in is changing faster than 
ever. While more and more people prosper 
in this new global economy, others struggle 
without the proper education and training. 
While new technologies and rapid move- 
ments of information and money and people 
across national borders bring all of us closer 
together, they also make all of us more open 
to common dangers: crime, drug trafficking, 
and terrorism, as we saw in Saudi Arabia, 
where 19 Americans were killed and many 
more were wounded. And I thank you, Mr. 
Mayor, for that moment of silence in their 
memory. 

To meet these challenges, we must show 
strength and steadiness and judgment and 
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flexibility. We must meet our challenges and 
protect our values just as you have here. That 
is what this G-7 meeting is all about because 
I know that if we all work together, we can 
keep the world economy growing so that 
more and more of our people have the op- 
portunity to make the most of their own lives. 
And if we all work together, we can face 
these terrible new threats to our security suc- 
cessfully. 

Terrorism is on our minds today because 
of the cowardly bombing in Saudi Arabia. So 
let me repeat what I said yesterday to the 
American people: We will not rest in our ef- 
forts to discover who is responsible, to track 
them down, and to bring them to justice. My 
friends, we must rally the forces of tolerance 
and freedom everywhere to work against ter- 
rorism, just as we are working together for 
peace in Bosnia today with the strong leader- 
ship of France and President Chirac. 

Last year the United States launched an 
international initiative to fight terrorism, or- 
ganized crime, drug trafficking, and nuclear 
smuggling. Here in Lyons, I expect the G- 
7 nations to adopt 40 very specific rec- 
ommendations to combat crime and terror, 
to increase our efforts to prevent terrorists 
from committing their crimes and our ability 
to track, catch, and punish them when they 
do. The future of the children here depends 
upon our success in this effort. 

Fifty-two years ago the French Resistance 
worked here in common cause with Amer- 
ican GI’s to win your freedom back. Now 
we must join together to face down the new 
threats to our freedom. Your unshakable de- 
votion to freedom is literally rooted here in 
the heart of your town in this mighty linden 
tree, which was planted just over 200 years 
ago during the French Revolution. You call 
it the Tree of Liberty. 

Today's threats to the liberty your tree 
symbolizes are very different from those of 
200 years ago, different from the threats of 
World War II or the cold war, but they are 
real, and we must face them. We must face 
them so that the children here today will 
enter the 21st century free and secure, with 
the greatest opportunity to live out their 
dreams of any generation in human history. 
That is my a It is one I hope we all 
share. 
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Thank you very much. God bless America, 
and vive la France. 


Nore: The President spoke at 12:30 p.m. at Lib- 
erty Place. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor 
Guy Passarat de la Chapelle of Perouges, France; 
Mayor Christian Bussy of Meximieux, France; and 
Philippe Ritter, Prefect of the Ain. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to 
Discussions With President Jacques 
Chirac of France in — France 
June 27, 1996 


Terrorist Attack in Saudi Arabia 


Q. Mr. President, is there any way the 
tragedy in Saudi Arabia could “5 om been 
avoided given the history of terrorism in the 
Middle East, especially in the aftermath of 
the agency bombing in Beirut? Why weren’t 
those airmen protected? 

President Clinton. Well, as you know, 
they were behind a fence that gave them a 
35-yard cushion, and the bomb was just big- 
ger than anyone calculated could be gotten 
in that close to the building. 

So I think the casualties were far smaller 
than they would have been had not the secu- 
rity precautions been taken. But you may be 
sure that the Defense Department and the 
others who are in charge of this are reviewing 
the security operations to see what else 
should be done, to see if we can even do 
better in the future. 

Q. Is there any indication yet who is re- 
sponsible for that? 

President Clinton. We're working on it, 
but I don’t want to announce a conclusion 
until I know what the facts are. We're work- 
ing very hard, and so are the Saudis. And 
I want to thank, I might say if I could, I'd 
like to thank President Chirac for his expres- 
sion of condolences and support for the Unit- 
ed States. And he said to me—and I hope 
that you will have some statement coming 
out later today. 

President Chirac. | just want to say to 
the American press how deeply horrified the 
French people were at this barbaric act that 
has been perpetrated in Saudi Arabia. And 
I can assure you that you have the heartfelt 
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condolences of France to the families of the 
victims and those who have been wounded 
and to the American people. 


Note: The exchange began at 3 p.m. at the Pre- 
fecture. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of this exchange. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to 
Discussions With Prime Minister 
John Major of the United Kingdom in 
Lyons 

June 27, 1996 


Terrorist Attack in Saudi Arabia 


Q. Mr. President, what do you do if you 
discover that there was a state sponsorship 
behind the Saudi Arabian incident? What 
happens? 

President Clinton. Well, I will take what- 
ever action I believe is appropriate based on 
what the facts are. But let's wait until we 
see what the facts are. 

Q. [Inaudible|—has said that there was in- 
tellectually a very strong case for the bomb- 
ers. What is your reaction to that? 

Prime Minister Major. | haven’t seen the 
context of what he said, but I can see no 
case, intellectual or any other sort of case, 
for the sort of activity in Dhahran. It is inde- 
fensible by any tenet. 

Q. Do you think there are further meas- 
ures which you can agree here jointly with 
the other leaders to combat both the sort of 
terrorism you saw in Dhahran and also that 
we saw in Manchester from the IRA last 
week? 

President Clinton. | do. 

Prime Minister Major. So do I. 

Q. Like what? 

Prime Minister Major. Well, we have 
some—— 

President 
please. 

Prime Minister Major. We had some 
ideas discussed. We had some British ideas. 
I understand there are some American ideas. 
We will discuss them bilaterally, I’m sure, 
and we will discuss them with our colleagues. 
But I think we will probably unveil them 
after the discussions. 

Q. Mr. President, you were going to talk 
about your ideas? 


Clinton. Well—go ahead, 
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President Clinton. No, I was just going 
to say that we have already agreed on a num- 
ber of things that we will do together to deal 
with the problems of international crime that 
specifically bear on terrorism. And we may 
come up now with some other things that 
we can do together. 

But I think all of us understand that terror- 
ism is a problem from which no one can hide 
and on which we must all cooperate. We have 
had terrorism in the United Kingdom, we 
have had terrorism in the United States, had 
this awful attack in Dhahran, had the prob- 
lem in the Tokyo subway. This is the security 
challenge of the 21st century, I’m afraid, and 
we have to get after it. 


Extraterritorial Impact of Sanctions 


Q. Mr. Prime Minister, are you concerned 
about the U.S. efforts to impose sanctions 
on foreign companies that deal with Iran and 
Libya and Cuba? Is this a problem you're 
discussing 

Prime Minister Major. 1 don’t think 
that’s a—I don’t think that’s particularly a G— 
7 subject. It’s a matter I have no doubt will 
come up in discussions at some stage. 


Note: The exchange began at 4:21 p.m. at the 
Sofitel Hotel. A tape was not available for verifica- 
tion of the content of this exchange. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to 
Discussions With Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto of Japan 

in Lyons 

June 27, 1996 


Terrorism 


Q. Mr. President, now that you have had 
the chance to meet with a few European 
leaders, do you get any sense that they would 
be more willing to crack down on Iran and 
other nations that are known to sponsor ter- 
rorism and perhaps not have business deal- 
ings and other dealings with them? 

President Clinton. Well, let me say I 
think they’re going to support a lot of the 
recommendations we have made, as far as 
cooperation. I believe they will be willing to 
do more. We now know that no one can hide 
from terrorism. We've had terrorist attacks 
in Japan, in the United States, Great Britain, 
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of course now the terrible incident in Saudi 
Arabia. So I believe we will see a high level 
of support for common activities. 

Q. Does that include, perhaps, other na- 
tions ceasing economic activity? 

President Clinton. Well, let’s wait and 
see. You know what my position is on that, 
so we'll just keep working on it. 

Q. Prime Minister Hashimoto, is there any 
possibility that you would agree to an exten- 
sion of the U.S.-Japan semiconductor agree- 
ment that is scheduled to expire at the end 
of July? 

Prime Minister Hashimoto. Before going 
to that question, I would like to add a few 
words to what President Clinton has just said. 
On the moment I saw President Clinton in 
the lobby, the first words that I said to him 
was my sincerest condolences to the de- 
ceased and their families that—in the tragic 
incident in Saudi Arabia. 

This was painful enough for me to think 
about as we were approaching Lyons, and 
on the moment we arrived in Lyons we heard 
of another tragic incident concerning Israel. 
We must eliminate terrorism. We must make 
utmost efforts to eliminate terrorism. It’s our 
common enemy. 

And also on this question—the leaders will 
have discussion and whatever ideas the Presi- 
dent may have on this subject we would like 
to extend as much cooperation as possible. 
I expect Bill to make some comments on this 
subject at the dinner we're having this 
evening, for example. We will support the 
President as much as possible with our ut- 
most might. 

And you mentioned semiconductors. If I 
may add a few items to that, we do have 
insurance and also the passenger talks con- 
cerning the civil aviation. We are meeting 
today to try to solve those issues. We are not 
here to fight over those issues. I believe that 
we can find a solution. Both sides have to 
make compromises. 

President Clinton. Thank you. 

Q. So you might agree to extend the agree- 
ment? 

President Clinton. It’s tine to go to work. 

Q. So you won’t say whether you're going 
to extend the agreement or not? 

President Clinton. We have to go to 
work. 
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Prime Minister Hashimoto. But we will 
have to work on that. 


Note: The exchange began at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Sofite! Hotel. A tape was not available for verifica- 
tion of the content of this exchange. 


Memorandum on Crime Victims’ 
Rights 
June 27, 1996 


Memorandum for the Attorney General 


Subject: Renewing Our Commitment to 
Crime Victims 

We have made tremendous progress over 
the last 3 years in reducing crime and making 
America safer. Nonetheless, crime continues 
to affect the lives of millions of Americans, 
greatly diminishing their sense of safety and 
security. 

For too long, the rights and needs of crime 
victims and witnesses have been overlooked 
in the criminal justice system. Through the 
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforce- 
ment Act of 1994 and the Antiterrorism and 
Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996, we have 
begun to address this problem. But those im- 
portant measures are not enough. 

As important as the protections those laws 
provide are, they do not—and cannot—give 
victims equal status with the accused. That’s 
the next step we need to take. 

I strongly believe that victims should be 
central participants in the criminal justice 
system, and that it will take a constitutional 
amendment to give the rights of victims the 
same status as the rights of the accused. In 
the interim, I want my Administration to do 
everything possible to ensure that victims’ 
rights are respected and that victims’ partici- 
pation in the criminal justice process is en- 
couraged and facilitated. Our Federal inves- 
tigators and prosecutors should not simply 
comply with the letter of the law, they should 
also fulfill the spirit of the law. 

That is why I am directing you to take a 
number of important steps that will improve 
the treatment of victims in the Federal, 
State, military, and juvenile criminal justice 
systems. 

First, I am directing you to undertake a 
system-wide review and to take all necessary 
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steps to provide for full victim participation 
in Federal criminal proceedings. I want you 
to hold the Federal system to a higher stand- 
ard of victims’ rights than ever before. In par- 
ticular, I want you to adopt a nationwide 
automated victim information and notifica- 
tion system so that we can better inform and 
protect crime victims. 

Second, I would like you to work with 
other Federal agencies whose missions in- 
volve them with crime victims in order to 
ensure that a common and comprehensive 
baseline of participation for victims can be 
achieved. 

Third, I want you to review existing Fed- 
eral statutes to see what further changes 
ought to be made. For example, I would like 
you to consider legislation that would pro- 
hibit employers from dismissing or disciplin- 
ing employees who are victims of crime and 
whose participation as victims in criminal 
a requires them to take time away 

rom their employment. 

Finally, I want you to work with State offi- 
cials—governors, attorneys general, legisla- 
tors, district attorneys, and judges—and vic- 
tims’ rights advocates to identify the needs, 
challenges, best practices, and resources nec- 
essary to help achieve a uniform national 
baseline of protections for victims. The De- 
partment of Justice should provide technical 
assistance to State and local law enforcement, 
as well as other Federal agencies, and serve 
as a national clearinghouse for information 
about the most effective approaches to realiz- 
ing fully the rights of victims of violent crime. 

To achieve these objectives, I expect you 
to identify funding needs where and as ap- 


propriate. Please o to me in writing as 


soon as possible on t ific steps you will 
take to achieve these oa. 


William J. Clinton 


Remarks With President Chirac on 
the G-7 Agenda and an Exchange 
With Reporters 
June 27, 1996 
Terrorism 

President Chirac. Ladies and gentlemen, 
this press point is, in fact, to explain to you 
that we changed our agenda at the G-7: We 
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all together were united in condemning the 
dreadful bombing that has taken place and 
the fact that the United States and Saudi Ara- 
bia have fallen victim to this appalling event. 

We expressed our deepest sympathy to the 
President of the United States and the peo- 
ple of the United States as well. And we de- 
cided to place terrorism on our agenda as 
the very first point for discussion and to pre- 
pare a communique in order to fight this 
scourge. This is a communique which you 
will be receiving at the close of this pre-press 
conference, so that you can see the top prior- 
ity that we assign to fighting terrorism. 

We've also agreed to convene a ministerial 
conference in about 3 weeks time which will 
be attended by the ministers of foreign affairs 
and ministers responsible for security at the 
level of the eight countries meeting here. 
And this is all designed to identify the steps 
which will bolster our fight against terrorism. 

President Clinton. | want to thank Presi- 
dent Chirac and my other G-7 colleagues for 
their very powerful statements and their ex- 
pression of sympathy to the victims and their 
families. 

We have once again stood united against 
terrorism. We understand that an attack on 
one of us is an attack on all of us and that 
none of us is invulnerable. Attacks of terror 
can occur anywhere, whether in a Paris 
metro station or in Manchester or the subway 
in Tokyo or the World Trade Center or the 
Oklahoma City Federal Building. This latest 
act of outrage reminds us of one of the great 
burdens of the modern world. 

As we become more open, as our borders 
become freer to cross, as we can move infor- 
mation and money and people and material 
across national boundaries more quickly, we 
all become more vulnerable to terrorists, to 
the organized forces of destruction, to those 
who live to kill for ethnic or racial or religious 
reasons, especially. And I want to emphasize 
that I am convinced that the G-7 leaders are 
every bit as determined as I am to take 
stronger action. 

In the next day or two we will be discuss- 
ing, as I said earlier, 40 specific actions we 
can take to try to protect our borders, to try 
to stop the illegal weapons trade, to try to 
stop the money laundering and illegal cur- 
rency transactions, to try to protect the wit- 
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nesses and others who support our efforts 
to crack terrorists and their operations. And 
then President Chirac, in suggesting this 
ministerial, has given us the chance to try 
to come up with even more specific steps 
that will involve, we hope, even more people 
rallying to our cause. 

This is a very sad day for the United States. 
I have been very moved by the deep and 
genuine expressions of condolence by the 
President of France and the other leaders 
here. But I have been even more moved b 
the determination that they have shared with 
me in common to take stronger stands 
against terrorism, to prevail and not to give 
in. That is the message we want to go out 
to the world tonight. 

Thank you. 


Terrorist Attack in Saudi Arabia 


Q. Mr. President, is there anything tonight 
that you discussed that might have an effect 
on the type of bombing that took place in 
Saudi Arabia, any difference in approach that 
that bombing— 

President Clinton. Well, among the 
things we are looking at, for our next state- 
ment on this and for the ministerial meeting, 
is the question of whether we can do more 
to help each other protect our people against 
larger and more powerful explosives, and 
perhaps even more important, whether we 
can do more to detect them. 

If you will recall, when we had the terrible 
bomb explosions in Israel several weeks be- 
fore the election, one of the things that I 
did was to send to the people of Israel the 
latest detection equipment that we had to 
try to aid them in finding people who had 
explosives on their persons or in their cars. 
And we believe that made a contribution to 
their endeavors. 

So one of the things that we are going to 
do is to try to figure out how much more 
we can do in the area of prevention and how 
much more we can do in the area of detec- 
tion of explosives, which are becoming the 
— of choice for terrorists all around the 
world. 


Extraterritorial Impact of Sanctions 
Q. President Clinton and President 
Chirac, in your discussions this evening did 
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Helms-Burton and the pending legislation 
involving Libya and Iran come up, and if so, 
did you detect any change of views on the 
subjects? 

President Clinton. We did not discuss 
that at all. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at approximately 
10:50 p.m. at the Prefecture. President Chirac 
spoke in French, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. A portion of this exchange could 
not be verified because the tape was incomplete. 


Statement on House of 
Representatives Action To Renew 
Most-Favored-Nation Trade Status 
for China 


June 27, 1996 


I applaud the action of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to approve my decision to renew 
most-favored-nation trade status for China. 
The strong bipartisan show of support today 


is clear evidence that the American people 


agree that “ne. not isolation, is the 


best way to advance America’s interests with 
China as elsewhere. 

This positive vote helps us continue to en- 
gage China on a vheor range of issues, in- 
cluding human rights, nonproliferation, 
trade, regional security, and relations with 
Taiwan. It enables us to continue to strength- 
en cooperation while firmly addressing our 
differences. It is a strong vote in favor of 
America’s interests. 

As I meet with the G~7 leaders, this vote 
is also a strong reaffirmation of America’s 
continued leadership and engagement in the 
world. 

I thank the House of Representatives for 
its overwhelming support and look forward 
to continuing our uke the Congress on 
a bipartisan China policy that advances 
America’s interests. 


Statement on the Death of U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Director Mollie 
Beattie 

June 28, 1996 


America lost one of its = spirits with 
the untimely passing of Mollie Beattie. Mol- 
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lie was a person who believed in the value 
of life and wildlife so deeply that she dedi- 
cated her many talents to preserving God’s 
gracious Earth. 

As the first woman director of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Mollie presided 
over a sea change in the administration of 
the Endangered Species Act by improving 
the way Government worked. She was the 
number one advocate for our national wild- 
life refuges, forever fighting to keep the sys- 
tem strong and growing. 

Mollie Beattie’s devotion to this Earth and 
its creatures was passionate, caring, and wise. 
There is a grace and natural beauty in Amer- 
ica; hecause of Mollie our country has even 
more of that grace. Hi and I send our 
prayers and sympathies to Mollie’s family. 
We will miss her. 


Statement on the Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty 


June 28, 1996 


Today, the Chairman of the Geneva Con- 
ference on Disarmament’s (CD) Ad Hoc 
Committee on a Nuclear Test Ban tabled a 
compromise treaty text that reflects his best 
efforts to record agreement and resolve re- 
maining issues. This action brings us one step 
closer to the day when no nuclear weapons 
are detonated anywhere on the face of the 
Earth. I applaud this milestone in our efforts 
to reduce the nuclear threat and build a safer 
world. 

American leaders since Presidents Eisen- 
hower and Kennedy have believed a com- 
prehensive test ban would be a major stride 
in the international effort against nuclear 
proliferation and toward our ultimate goal of 
nuclear disarmament. Over the past four dec- 
ades, many world leaders, including 
Jawaharlal Nehru of India and Harold Mac- 
millan of Great Britain, along with citizens 
from around the globe have worked hard to 
achieve a CTBT. Today, such a treaty is with- 
in our reach. 

As President, my most basic duty is to pro- 
tect the security of the American —_ 
That’s why I have made reducing the nuclear 
threat one of my highest priorities. 
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As a result, for the first time since the 
dawn of the nuclear age, there are no Russian 
missiles pointed at our people. We entered 
into force the START I Treaty that will, in 
combination with the START II Treaty 
pending ratification in the Russian Duma, re- 
duce by 14,000 the number of warheads de- 
ployed by the United States and Russia just 
5 years ago. We convinced Ukraine, Belarus, 
and tan to give up the nuclear weap- 
ons left on their land when the Soviet Union 
broke up. We persuaded North Korea to 
freeze its dangerous nuclear weapons pro- 
gram under international monitoring. We are 
working with countries around the world to 
safeguard and destroy nuclear weapons and 
materials so that they don’t fall into the hands 
of terrorists or criminals. We led global ef- 
forts to win the indefinite extension of the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty which bans 
the spread of nuclear weapons to states that 
do not have them. 

It is now up to the 61 member states of 
the CD to study the Chairman’s compromise 
treaty text and maintain the momentum to- 
ward a CTBT. I call on the members of the 
CD to return to Geneva in late July prepared 
to agree to forward a CTBT to the United 
Nations, so that a special session of the Gen- 
eral Assembly can be held in August to ap- 
prove the treaty and open it for signature 
in the United States in September. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 





June 22 

In the morning, the President traveled 
from Houston, TX, to Cleveland, OH. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
a Democratic National Committee reception 
at the Slam Jam Sports Grill in Cleveland, 
OH. Later, he returned to Washington, DC. 
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June 24 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Nashville, TN. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
New York, NY. 

In the evening, the President attended a 
Democratic National Committee dinner at 
the Plaza Hotel. Later, he returned to Wash- 
ington, DC, arriving after midnight. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
the State of Ohio and ordered Federal aid 
to supplement State and local recovery ef- 
forts in the area struck by flooding beginning 
May 2. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
the State of Iowa and ordered Federal aid 
to supplement State and local recovery ef- 
forts in the area struck by severe storms and 
flooding May 8-28. 


June 25 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
President Sixto Duran-Ballen of Ecuador in 
the Oval Office. Later, he met with President 
Lennart Meri of Estonia, President Algirdas 
Brazauskas of Lithuania, and President 
Guntis Ulmanis of Latvia in the Cabinet 
Room. He then met with President Islom 
Karimov of Uzbekistan. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Margo H. Briggs to the President's 
National Security Telecommunications Advi- 
sory Board. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
the State of Nebraska and ordered Federal 
aid to supplement State and local recovery 
efforts in the area struck by a tornado and 
severe storms May 8-28. 


June 26 

In the morning, the President hosted an 
ecumenical breakfast with religious leaders, 
including pastors, ministers, and heads of na- 
tional organizations in the State Dining 
Room. 

Later in the morning, the President and 
Hillary Clinton traveled to Lyons, France. 
While en route, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel who expressed 
condolences over the casualties caused by a 
terrorist bomb in Saudi Arabia. 

The White House announced that the 
President will attend memorial services at 
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Eglin Air Force Base and Patrick Air Force 
Base in Florida on June 30, for the U.S. Air 
Force personnel killed by a terrorist bomb 
in Saudi Arabia. 

The White House announced that the 
President certified the Bosnian Govern- 
ment’s compliance with the requirement in 
the Dayton accords that foreign forces be 
withdrawn from Bosnia, and that Iranian- 
Bosnian intelligence cooperation on training, 
investigations, and related activities has been 
terminated. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Mary Beth Blegen to the Commis- 
sion on Presidential Scholars. 


June 27 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Perouges, France. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Lyons. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Sophia H. Hall to the Board of Di- 
rectors of the State Justice Institute. 


The President declared a —_ disaster in 


the State of Vermont and ordered Federal 
aid to supplement State and local recove 
efforts in the area struck by extreme rainfall 
and flooding June 12-14. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers. 





Submitted June 21} 


Andrew S. Effron, 

of Virginia, to be a Judge of the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Armed Forces for the term 
of 15 years to expire on the date prescribed 
by law, vice Robert E. Wiss. 


1 This item was not received in time for publica- 
tion in the appropriate issue. 


Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 
Submitted June 28 


Barbara Blum, 

of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Institute of 
American Indian and Alaska Native Culture 
and Arts Development for a term expiring 
May 19, 2002 (reappointment). 


Sophia H. Hall, 

of Illinois, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the State Justice Institute for 
a term expiring September 17, 1997, vice 
John F. Daffron, Jr., term expired. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 





Released June 22 


Announcement of nomination for the U.S. 
Court of Appeals Judge for the Armed 


Forces 


Released June 23 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the death of former Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou of Greece 


Released June 24 


Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy As- 
sistant to the President for Economic Policy 
Gene Sperling on expanding the Family and 
Medical Leave Act 


Transcript of remarks by the First Lady at 
the Family Re-Union V welcoming forum 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the revised text of the Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
announcing that Secretary of the Treasury 
Robert Rubin will represent the President at 
the funeral of former Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou of Greece 
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Released June 25 


Transcripts of press briefings by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Transcript of a es briefing by Associate 
Attorney General John Schmidt; Director of 
the Office for Victims of “Crimes~ Aileen 
Adams; Bonnie Campbell; Director of ‘the 
Office of Violence Against Women, Depart‘ 
ment of Justice; and Associate Counsel to the 
President David Fien on victims’ rights 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the President's meeting with President 
Islom A. Karimov of Uzbekistan 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the President’s meeting with President 
Sixto Duran-Ballen of Ecuador 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the President’s meeting with the Presi- 
dents of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania 


Fact sheet on U.S. support for Estonia, Lat- 
via, and Lithuania 
Relesed June 26 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
announcing that the President will attend 
memorial services for U.S. Air Force person- 
nel on June 30 


Released June 27 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry, Assistant Secretary of 
State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Win- 
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ston Lord, National Economic Adviser Laura 
D’Andrea Tyson, and NSC Senior Director 
for European Affairs Sandy Vershbow 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on .. pending legislation to eliminate 
AmeriCorps 


Released June 28 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher and Treasury 
Secretary Robert Rubin on the G-7 summit 


Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy As- 
sistant to the President for Economic Policy 
Dan Tarullo on the G-7 summit 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the results of the Arusha summit 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the Intelligence Oversight Board’s Guate- 
mala review 


Fact sheet on the Intelligence Oversight 
Board’s Guatemala review 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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